
 

Hebrews 10.20

 ESV     NASB
by the new and living way that he   by a new and living way which 
opened for us through the curtain,  He inaugurated for us through
that is, through his flesh,   the veil, that is, His flesh.

 NIV     KJV
by a new and living way opened for  By a new and living way, which
us through the curtain, that is, his  he hath consecrated for us, 
body,     through the veil, that is to say,
     his flesh;

I. History

John Owen (1616–1683): It is living, not only in opposition to the way into 
the holiest in the tabernacle, (which was a sure cause of death to any one that 
should make sue of it…) but also as to its efficacy; it is not a dead thing, but 
hath a spiritual vital efficacy in our access to God, and effectually leads to life 
everlasting. 

John Wesley (1703-1791): As by rending the veil in the temple, the holy of 
holies became visible and accessible; so by wounding the body of Christ, the 
God of heaven was manifested, and the way to heaven opened.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): The veil has not been merely lifted up for a 
while, and then dropped down again; it is not rolled up ready for future use; it 
is rent in twain, destroyed. Since Jesus has died, there is no separation now 
between the believer and his God except by means of such a veil as our base 
unbelief may please to hang up.



II.  by a new and living way

New could also mean fresh or recent.
Living could mean life giving (see John 6:51)
But since also we are talking about access to God, living, as in perpetually living, 
as in eternal life. 

III.  which he inaugurated for us
 
Inaugurated = Taking over or handing over for use: thus inaugurating a reign or 
dedicating something
“The language is liturgical, possibly even festive.” -Paul Ellingworth

IV. through the curtain
 
“The veil which, from one point of view, kept God and man apart, can be 
thought of, from another point of view, as bringing them together; for it was 
one and the same veil which on one side was in contact with the glory of God 
and on the other side with the need of men.… And by His death, it could be 
added, the ‘veil’ of His flesh was rent asunder and the new way consecrated
through it by which man may come to God.” FF Bruce

 

V. that is his flesh

“The reality is Christ, who by virtue of his self-offering has been exalted 
from his earthly existence to a place at God’s right hand. In relation to this 
reality, the “veil” can thus be seen, not indeed as having in itself the positive 
value of a means of access, but as being no barrier to the one duly appointed 
by God for the high-priestly service of the new dispensation.” -Paul 
Ellingworth

Jesus is the new “barrier” to God so to speak. One must go through him to get 
to God. John 3:18


