
VI. What God deals with in Christ

Our sinful state 53:5a–b
Our alienation from himself 53:5c
Our brokenness 53:5d

He is not merely participating in our suffering which one might read from v. 4
This is penal substitution. 

This can’t be the nation. A broken nation can’t heal itself. 

He is not merely participating in our suffering; he is bearing it away
he took the punishment that made it possible for us to have peace
Sick, broken Israel could not do that for itself.

This mirrors the language of Isaiah 1:5–6, which talks about our brokenness. 

 

Isaiah 53.5

 ESV     NASB
But he was pierced for our   But He was pierced  
     transgressions;        through for our transgressions
he was crushed for our iniquities;   He was crushed for our 
         iniquities
upon him was the chastisement that  The chastening for our well      
     brought us peace,       being fell upon Him
and with his wounds we are healed.  And by His scourging we are 
          healed.

 NIV     KJV
But he was pierced for our   But he was wounded for our 
     transgressions,         transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;   He was bruised for our
          iniquities:
the punishment that brought us peace  the chastisement of our peace 
     was upon him,         was upon him;
and by his wounds we are healed.  and with his stripes we are 
          healed.
     
I. History

The Epistle of Barnabas (c. 100 A.D.): For to this end the Lord endured to 
deliver up His flesh to corruption, that we might be sanctified through the 
remission of sins, which is effected by His blood of sprinkling.

Tertullian (160–220): that by His humiliation our salvation should be 
established. And justly did He humble Himself for His own creature man, for 
the image and likeness of Himself

Chrysostom (347–407): The prophets then knew the cross, and the cause of 
the cross and that which was effected by it, and the burial and the 
resurrection, and the ascension, and the betrayal, and the trial, and described 
them all with accuracy



II.  Pierced, crushed

Pierced is a word that is used almost always in the context of death.
The “arm of LORD” pierced the dragon in Isaiah 51:9
When the KJV uses wounded, that probably doesn’t do justice to the word. The 
noun form of this word means dust. Crushed or pulverized would be a good way to 
think about this word. 

III.  transgressions, iniquities

Transgressions are actions that break relationships with in community and/or with 
God. 
Iniquities are willfulness and rebelliousness of sin
These ideas refer to the bentness of human beings. 

IV. chastening, scourging

Chastisement is correction through teaching or punishment.
 from the context punishment is the better option.
Wounds/scourging/stripes: this refers to open, untreated wounds or 
lacerations. 

 

 

V. our well-being, we are healed

Well being is peace. The Hebrew is shalom. It means a rounded wholeness 
not just absence of conflict. 
Healing here refers to healing in a total sense, healing of our brokenness, 
healing of the whole person.


