
 

Isaiah 53.3

 ESV     NASB
He was despised and rejected by  He was despised and forsaken of
men; a man of sorrows and acquainted men, A man of sorrows and 
with grief; and as one from whom men  acquainted with grief; And like
hide their faces he was despised, and one from whom men hid their
we esteemed him not.   face He was despised, and we
     did not esteem Him.

 NIV     KJV
He was despised and rejected by men, He was despised and rejected of 
a man of sorrows, and familiar with  men; a man of sorrows, and 
suffering. Like one from whom men acquainted with grief: and we
hide their faces he was despised,  hid as it were our faces from
and we esteemed him not.    him; he was despised, and we 
     esteemed him not

I. History

Tertullian (160–220) the man who is shown to bear that [humility, patience, 
and tranquillity] character will be the very Christ who is come. For of Him 
the prophet says, “… knowing how to bear infirmity;

Theodoret (393–457): and the prophet Isaiah when predicting the sufferings 
of the Lord Christ, whom but just before he had called God, calls man in the 
passage “A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”

Anselm (1033–1109): Hast thou seen Him in His weakness, O my soul, and 
pitied Him? Turn again, and see His majesty, and thou shalt wonder.



II.  despised and rejected by men

“Rejected by men” translates a phrase that has two possible interpretations:
1) abandoned by men, i.e., rejected, which is how the NASB translates it.
or
2) abandoned from men, i.e., a transient, homeless. 
Both of these thoughts fit Jesus. 

We still have to keep in mind this is the arm of the LORD. He’s not just homely; 
he’s not just not worth much in man’s eyes. He is despised and rejected. 

III.  man of sorrows, acquainted with grief

How in Jesus’ life did he know sorrow?
When did he experience grief?

Reading the gospels reveals that he did experience sorrow and grief, both in 
himself but also for the nation as he grieved over their sin and inability to see who 
he was. 

IV. as one from whom men hid their faces

 In other words, we avoided him
 How do we hide our face from him today?
 Do we ever hide our face from other people who are made in his 
 image? see Matth 25:40?

V. despised and we esteemed him not

 How do we not hold Jesus in high regard?
 


