
 

Isaiah 53.6

 ESV     NASB
All we like sheep have gone astray;  All of us like sheep have gone
          astray
we have turned—every one—to his  Each of us has turned to his own     
     own way;         way;
and the LORD has laid on him  But the LORD has caused the 
          iniquity of us all
the iniquity of us all.    To fall on Him.

 NIV     KJV
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, All we like sheep have gone 
each of us has turned to his own way;      astray;
and the LORD has laid on him  we have turned every one to his 
the iniquity of us all.         own way;
     and the LORD hath laid on him
     the iniquity of us all.
I. History

Chrysostom (347–407): But Isaiah also declares the cause [of Jesus’ death]; 
saying, “because all have strayed like sheep, therefore is he sacrificed.”

Augustine (354–430): Men must not be ungracious with God’s grace, … The 
cry of the whole Church…from all the members of Christ the voice is heard: 
“All we, as sheep, have gone astray.”

John Calvin (1509–1564): [I]f we could by natural instinct or by our own 
wisdom, bring ourselves back into the path, or guard ourselves against going 
astray, Christ would not be needed by us. Thus, in ourselves we all are 
undone unless Christ (John 8:36) sets us free.

http://www.ccel.org/study/John_8:36
http://www.ccel.org/study/John_8:36


II.  Sheep going astray

Sheep are dumb. Going astray doesn’t necessarily indicate willful disobedience 
though it can.
to wander about (ex. 23:4)
to find oneself following the wrong course of action (prov. 14:22)
to wander away from God toward idols (Ezek 44:10)

in the context of sheep, seems more toward the stupidity side than the willful side 
but I would not rule out either. 

III.  turning to our own way

Purposeful turning. Doesn’t always have to be negative.
Same word is used for turning to God (Is 45:22).
But here we know it’s negative b/c it is to our own way.
our own road.

IV. the Lord has laid on him

both intentional and unintentional sin was put on him
this implies that even our unintentional sin, those stupid mistakes we make, 
all of it is worthy of punishment. 
Why would we be held responsible for ignorant sin?

laid on him: literally is to let something hurt someone
 

V. all our iniquity

Iniquity here is the same word as in the v. 5


