
Psalm 119:6

 ESV     NASB
Then I shall not be put to shame,  Then I shall not be ashamed
having my eyes fixed on all your   When I look upon all Your 
     commandments        commandments.
    

 NIV     KJV
Then I would not be put to shame  Then I shall not be ashamed,
when I consider all your commands. when I have respect unto all thy
          commandments.

I. History

Thomas Manton (1620–1677): Referring to the word all: “We are apt to say it 
is but a little one, and my soul shall live. No sin can be little that is committed 
against the great God.”

Referring to the word respect (KJV): “‘I consent to the law that it is 
good’ (Rom 7:16); though it is contrary to my natural inclination.”

Those that dispense with any commandment voluntarily and willingly, have 
never yet learned the way of true obedience to God…the authority of the the 
law is lost if men pick and choose as they please.”

In conversion, grace is given to observe all.

We deceive ourselves if we look for anything from sin but shame. 



II.  Then I shall not be ashamed

Ashamed:  to be ashamed or put to shame b/c of something
 Is. 1:29  ashamed of places they sacrificed
 Jer. 2:36  put to shame by other countries
 Ps. 69:6  “let not those who hope in you be put to shame through 
   me.”

related to v. 5: if-then clause: if my ways are steadfast, then I will not be 
ashamed…
we feel shame over something we once thought life-giving when we realize how 
wasteful (time, embarrassment, failed to fulfill) it was. 
 See Romans 6:21

III.  When I look upon all Your commandments

All: 
 small and great
 public/private
 inward/outward man
 God/man

 Do we approve of all God’s commands (whether we understand or 
 not)?

If my ways are steadfast, I can pick up God’s book and it does me good. It 
doesn’t bring me shame. 
There is no regret, no thinking I wasted my time elsewhere.
and
No one will be able to point out our foolishness to us. 
 even though they may try
  
The blessings of obedience dim the taunts and jeers of scoffers. 

Remaining steadfast brings with it a reward from God: confidence in 
knowing that we are on the right path of life. 

The believer will not experience shame when he comes into God’s presence 
in prayer or when he seeks to know God better through time in his word or 
when he seeks to follow God in his relations with those in the church or the 
world. 


