
 

Isaiah 53.4

 ESV     NASB
Surely he has borne our griefs and  Surely our griefs He Himself
carried our sorrows; yet we   bore, And our sorrows He 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by  carried; Yet we ourselves 
God, and afflicted   esteemed Him stricken, Smitten
     of God, and afflicted. 

 NIV     KJV
Surely he took up our infirmities  Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows, yet we  and carried our sorrows: yet we
considered him stricken by God,  did esteem him stricken, smitten
smitten by him, and afflicted.  of God, and afflicted.

I. History

Eusebius (263–339): Such were the causes which led to the offering of the 
human body of the Word of God. But forasmuch as he was the great high 
priest, consecrated to the Supreme Lord and King, and therefore more than a 
victim, the Word, the Power, and the Wisdom of God; he soon recalled his 
body from the grasp of death, presented it to his Father as the first-fruit of our 
common salvation, and raised this trophy, a proof at once of his victory over 
death and Satan, and of the abolition of human sacrifices, for the blessing of 
all mankind.

Chrysostom (347–407): He said not, “He did them away,” but “He took and 
bare them;” which seems to me to be spoken rather of sins, by the prophet, in 
harmony with John, where he saith, “Behold the Lamb of God, that beareth 
the sin of the world.”

Calvin (1509–1564): assigns a reason of something which went before, and 
which might have been thought new and strange; for it is a monstrous thing 
that he to whom God has given supreme authority over all the creatures 
should be thus trampled on and scorned; and if the reason were not assigned, 
it would have been universally pronounced to be ridiculous. The reason, 
therefore, of the weakness, pains, and shame of Christ is, that “he carried our 
sicknesses.”



II.  Relation to 53:3

Each of these words is used in 53:3 and 4
grief
sorrows
esteemed
So even though we are starting a new section, it is closely tied with the verse 
before it. This verse adds another dimension to what it means that he was a man of 
sorrows.

III.  our griefs he himself bore; our sorrows he carried

He bore means he took them himself; this word does not mean that he just took 
what someone gave him.

He carried means the bearing of a burden for someone else.

infirmities and sorrows are all the things that mar our lives.

IV. we esteemed him

The very things that we did not esteem him for, we should esteem him for.
 

 
“We esteemed him” should actually sit on a line by itself. It seems as this is a 
realization of what is actually happening. It is possible that this esteeming has 
a positive connotation. 

V. stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted

Usually if a person is smitten, it is because he is sinning. Here, though, we 
understand that he has been stricken because we are  sinners.

 


