
VI. he opened not his mouth

why is this repeated? Why is it important for us? 

 

Isaiah 53.7

 ESV     NASB
He was oppressed, and he was  He was oppressed and He was
     afflicted,         afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;  Yet He did not open His mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the   Like a lamb that is led to 
     slaughter,         slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its  And like a sheep that is silent
     shearers is silent,         before its shearers,
so he opened not his mouth,  So He did not open His mouth.

 NIV     KJV
He was oppressed and afflicted;  He was oppressed, and he was
          afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;  yet he opened not his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the   he is brought as a lamb to the 
     slaughter,         slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers  and as a sheep before her
     is silent,         shearers is dumb,
so he did not open his mouth.   so he openeth not his mouth.

I. History

Matthew (1st Century): “‘Do you not answer? What is it that these men are 
testifying against You?’ But Jesus kept silent.”

Luke (1st Century): Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 
this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth.…
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 

Augustine (354–430): But more clearly was the passion of Christ prefigured 
in the case of that people, when they were commanded to slay and eat the 
lamb, and to mark their door-posts with its blood, and to celebrate this rite 
every year, and to designate it the Lord’s passover. For surely prophecy 
speaks with the utmost plainness of the Lord Jesus Christ, when it says that 
“He was led as a lamb to the slaughter.”



II.  oppressed and afflicted

oppressed: to be oppressed (someone is doing it to you)
afflicted = submitted, bent himself
 not an ignorant, but a submitted mind
 not just that he did not deserve to die, but that he was willing to do so
 only a consenting will can substitute for a rebellious one
emphatic he, as in he himself submitted, he himself bent

III.  opened not his mouth

Matthew 26:53

IV. led like a lamb to the slaughter

 
again, the idea of substitution. the idea of sacrifice is being tied to this one
 

V. as a sheep before shearers is silent


