
 

Isaiah 53.9

 ESV     NASB
And they made his grave with the  His grave was assigned with 
     wicked         wicked men,
and with a rich man in his death,  Yet He was with a rich man in
          His death,
although he had done no violence,  Because he had done no
          violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth. Nor was there any deceit in His 
          mouth.

 NIV     KJV
He was assigned a grave with the   And he made his grave with the
     wicked,         wicked,
and with the rich in his death,  and with the rich in his death;
though he had done no violence  because he had done no violence
          violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.  neither was any deceit in his 
          mouth.

I. History

John Calvin: (1509–1564): Though innocent, he suffered by the decree of 
God; and therefore it was for our sake, and not for his own, that he suffered. 
He bore the punishment which was due to us.

Neither was there deceit in his mouth. In two words he describes the 
perfect innocence of Christ; namely, that he never offended either in deed or 
in word. That this cannot be said of any mortal man is universally 
acknowledged, and hence it follows that it applies to Christ alone.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): A strange reason for making his grave with 
the wicked, and yet remember if it had not been that he had done no violence, 
he would not have been fit to be a substitute for sinners, and so he was 
numbered with transgress[ers] to redeem men.

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758): It was often promised to the church of God 
of old, for their comfort, that God would give them a righteous, sinless 
Saviour.



II.  wicked men vs. rich man

Option 1: The lines are parallel, so we take rich to mean haughty, arrogant, prideful
So we could take lines 1 and 2 together = wicked rich
Since grave and death are synonymous, therefore wicked and rich must be too.
Calvin took this route, though he said: “I consider this, therefore, to be the real 
meaning, though I wish to leave every person free to form his own opinion.”
Thus there is a final irony: He was surrounded in death by those for whom he died.

But In OT, rich is only collective when standing in contrast with another singular, 
and wicked is plural. 

If this rule holds here, then wicked people and rich man is the intended meaning. 
So two options: 
 Romans and Pilate
 Romans and Joseph

With the word grave, we move from death in v. 8 to burial in v. 9
Death is actually plural. This could be a plural of amplification which is common 
in the OT, thus an awful death or supreme/magnificent/exalted death
And we are back to how could suffering lead to exaltation, a recurring theme in 
this passage. And it makes little sense without seeing the fulfillment in Jesus. 

III.  because he had done no violence

Two ways to take this line: 
1. He was condemned even though he had done no violence
or
2. The normal plans (of a criminal being buried w/ wicked) were thwarted 
and he came to be buried in honor because he was actually innocent.

IV. no deceit in his mouth
 
It’s not just that he was silent before his accusers, i.e., he had not justifying 
word, he had no deceitful word. In other words, it’s not just that he was not 
guilty, he was innocent.
He not only submitted; he submitted despite being innocence.
This passage transitions from the ability not to speak, v. 7 (man can 
accomplish this at times) to the ability to speak truth in all circumstances, v. 9 
(man has never accomplished this).
 

So violence and deceit imply totality of guiltlessness of the servant
 
Note sins of speech that begins Isaiah’s ministry: ch. 6


