
 

Isaiah 53.10

 ESV     NASB
Yet it was the will of the LORD to   But the LORD was pleased to
     crush him; he has put him to grief;        crush him, putting Him to
          grief;
when his soul makes an offering  If He would render himself as a 
     for guilt         guilt offering,
he shall see his offspring; he shall  He will see his offspring, He
     prolong his days;        will prolong His days,
the will of the LORD shall prosper in And the good pleasure of the
     his hand.          LORD will prosper in His 
             hand.

 NIV     KJV
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush  Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
     him and cause him to suffer,       bruise him; he hat put him to 
          grief:
and though the Lord makes his life   when thou shalt make his soul
     a guilt offering,        an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong he shall see his seed, he shall 
     his days,         prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper and the pleasure of the Lord 
     in his hand.         shall prosper in his hand.

I. History

John Calvin: (1509–1564): God appoints nothing at random, and hence it 
follows that the cause of his death is lawful. We must also keep in view the 
contrast. In Christ there was no fault; why, then, was the Lord pleased that he 
should suffer? Because he stood in our room, and in no other way than by his 
death could the justice of God be satisfied.

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758): He never suffered so much from his Father, 
(though not from any hatred to him, but from hatred to our sins,) for he then 
forsook him, or took away the comforts of his presence; And yet he never 
gave so great a manifestation of love to God as then, as has been already 
observed. 

John Wesley (1703–1791): God was the principal cause of all his sufferings, 
tho' mens sins were the deserving cause.…He shall have a numerous issue of 
believers reconciled by God, and saved by his death.



II.  the will of the Lord to crush him; put him to grief

•It was not an accident: God wanted it to happen this way.
•The more common meaning of this first verb is to take pleasure in, to delight. 
•Crush him and put him to grief could also be translated crush him painfully
• This is an example of God causing bad things to fall on innocent people for 
greater good.
• The greater good is spelled out in the rest of the verse. 
• Normal word order in Hebrew is verb-subject. Here the Lord is placed in the 
beginning of the sentence in an emphatic position.

III.  makes an offering for guilt

• This is the greater good: a full and sufficient sacrifice
• This is the condition  for what follows. 

• It is not just that he offers, but his soul is offered.
• It is not just suffering as a result of sin in general, like when the whole class 
punished for someone’s mistake. 
• Nor is it suffering with his people likek standing along side some one to protest. 
• He was suffering for his people (Luke 22:22, Acts 2:23, 4:28)
• The verb can be translated a couple of different ways: 
 If 3rd feminine, then: “if his soul makes a guilt offering” see  50:7
 If 2nd sing: you (God) makes his soul an offering:
  But God is not referred to in 2nd person in this passage.
 Or “you (the reader) makes his soul an offering 
  If this is the case, the prophet now looking us straight in the eye
• A guilt offering was the one for sin knowingly incurred by individual
• So regardless of how we take this, the servant was the atoning sacrifice.
• Usually, the word brings accompanies the word for sacrifice. 
• Here it is makes. This leads to the possibly purposeful ambiguity. 

IV. see his offspring, prolong his days

• These are the results of the condition.
• There’s a contrast to vv. 8–9 (futile; dies w/out children and dead)
• Here the opposite is true. 
• These terms are used for one who finds favor with God in Scripture. 
• This is true if people will accept him as a guilt offering in their place
 42:4, 49:5–6, 50:7–9, 52:13
• Some scholars see resurrection in this line: he was dead, now he has 
descendants. 

• “We stray as sheep; we return as children” -Motyer
 

V. will of the Lord will prosper

• This is the affirmation of God’s purposes realized.
• The servant is now put in charge of doing the will of the Lord, of 
accomplishing his purposes. 
• Jesus he knew he could submit to will of the Father for it led to a his perfect 
will.
• The verse starts and ends with “the will of the Lord.”
 It was to crush, not the one crushed is in charge of the Lord’s will. 


