
VI. Bear their iniquities

see 4b (shoulder) iniquities (5b)

their iniquities placed in emphatic position: circumstantial clause bearing their 
iniquities

 

Isaiah 53.11

 ESV     NASB
Out of the anguish of his soul he   As a result of the anguish of his 
     will see and be satisfied;       soul, He will see it and be 
          satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous By his knowledge the Righteous
     one, my servant, make many to       One, My Servant, will justify
     be accounted righteous,        the many,
and he shall bear their iniquities  As He will bear their iniquities.

 NIV     KJV
After the suffering of his soul, he  He shall see the travail of his
     will see the light [of life] and be        soul, and shall be satisfied:
     satisfied;    
By his knowledge my righteous   by his knowledge shall my
     servant will justify many,        righteous servant justify
          many;
and he will bear their iniquities.   for he shall bear their iniquities.

I. History

John Calvin: (1509–1564): Isaiah could not have better expressed the infinite 
love of Christ toward us than by declaring that he takes the highest delight in 
our salvation, and that he rests in it as the fruit of his labors, as he who has 
obtained his wish rests in that which he most ardently desired….

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758): ...the expressions of divine grace, in the 
sanctification and happiness of the redeemed, are especially that glory of his, 
and his Father, which was the joy that was set before him, for which he 
endured the cross, and despised the shame: and that this glory especially was 
the end of the travail of his soul, in obtaining which end he was satisfied. 

John Wesley (1703–1791): And Christ is said to justify sinners meritoriously, 
because he purchases and procures it for us. Many - An innumerable 
company of all nations. For - For he shall satisfy the justice of God, by 
bearing the punishment due to their sins.
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II.  Out of the anguish of his soul

“Out of” or “As a result of”: the suffering is always purposeful with God; it has a 
result. 
What’s more difficult: to believe this when suffering is constant or to believe this 
when we’ve managed and controlled life to such an extent that suffering is 
minimized.

Anguish: in addition to meaning suffering, it also can refer to purposeful, yet 
toilsome work.

III.  He shall see and be satisfied, by his knowledge

These two verbs together can mean “He shall be satisfied with what he sees.”
The outcome of the death in v. 10 brings satisfaction in v. 11, which is why the 
Lord was pleased to crush him.

Why do some versions say light? 
All Qumran copies and LXX have light. There are similar consonants at beginning 
of previous word, and this could well have caused omission in MT manuscript. 
Many scholars think it should be present. 
If so, then darkness of death is replaced with light. 

knowledge = 
 objective: justification is possible b/c of what servant knows 
 (experienced)
 subjective: work is accomplished through the knowing of him, i.e., a faith 
 relationship

IV. The righteous one, My servant

He has knowledge and righteousness thus knows what needs to be done and 
how to do it and is the perfect sacrifice, having righteousness that others 
don’t: Ps. 94
 

The emphasis is placed on righteous, that being first. 
 

V. justify the many

This righteousness extends to others. i.e. provide righteousness for or to the 
many. 

Many: numerous but not all inclusive

51:1, 5 there is a seeking after righteousness; the servant is the end of the 
quest. 

Sacrifice had both neg. and pos. aspect: bearing and removal of sin was so 
the offerer would be accepted. 

The whole book up to this point has been about the persistent sin of people


