
 

Hebrews 10.21

 ESV     NASB
and since we have a great priest over and since we have a great priest
the house of God,    over the house of God,

 NIV     KJV
and since we have a great priest over And having an high priest over
the house of God,    the house of God;

I. History

John Chysostom (349–407): Having shown the difference of the High Priest, 
and of the sacrifices, and of the tabernacle, and of the Covenant, and of the 
promise, and that the difference is great, since those are temporal, but these 
eternal, those "near to vanishing away," these permanent, those powerless, 
these perfect, those figures, these reality

John Calvin (1509–1564): Whatever he has previously said of the abrogation 
of the ancient priesthood, it behoves us now to bear in mind, for Christ could 
not be a priest without having the former priests divested of their office, as it 
was another order. He then intimates that all those things which Christ had 
changed at his coming ought to be relinquished; and God has set him over his 
whole house for this end, — that every one who seeks a place in the Church, 
may submit to Christ and choose him, and no other, as his leader and ruler.

John Owen (1616–1683): It may be said, notwithstanding the provision of a 
new way into the holiest, and boldness to enter, yet in ourselves we know not 
how to do it, unless we are under the conduct of a priest, as the church of old 
was, in its worship. The apostle removes the discouraging thought; "we have 
a great High Priest," so great, as that he can save us to the uttermost; so 
glorious, that we ought to apply ourselves to him with reverence and godly 
fear.



II.  a great priest

A phrase used in the OT of the high priest: 2 Kings 12:10; 2 Chron. 34:9, Lev 
21:10

Seven things to think about concerning the high priest.
1) He was appointed: Heb 5:5–6 (Ps 2, 110) not his own initiative
110:4: relating Messiah to priest
2) ability to sympathize (2:17–18, 4:15–16, 5:7–8)
Wouldn’t he be expected to be exempted from discipline? It was not that he was 
disobedient, but each circumstance showed him to be faithful to God (2nd Adam);
3) perfect (fully equipped) = became source of eternal salvation (2:10)
4) superior to levitical priesthood
no geneaology = w/out priestly qualification: appointed; 7:11–19 that another 
would arise = Levitical was inadequate (18: setting aside)
5) lives forever ensuring that he can save his people completely 7:25
6) superior sanctuary 8:1–2
7) superior sacrifice 9:11–14; 10:11–12

III.  the house of God
 
The house of God refers to the church: Hebrews 3:6 “whose house we are”
It is those who hold fast their confidence to the end.

IV. over
 

e∆pi…

He is not just a sympathizer, but an authority figure
He is also a forerunner (6:20)

 

V. since we have

See 10:19


