
V. and all the more as you see the day approaching

There will be a day of reckoning, and we want our friends to be ready.
2 Peter 3:11
“The imminence of the day still supplies a powerful motivation toward high moral 
standards for believers.” Donald Guthrie

A “since of imminence is God’s design to keep believers expectant and full of hope 
in the midst of the world’s darkness.” Ray Steadman

 

Hebrews 10.25

 ESV     NASB
not neglecting to meet together, as  not forsaking our own 
is the habit of some, but encouraging assembling together, as is the
one another, and all the more as   habit of some, but encouraging
you see the Day drawing near.   one another; and all the more as 
     you see the day drawing near.

 NIV     KJV
Let us not give up meeting together, Not forsaking the assembling of 
as some are in the habit of doing,  ourselves together, as the
but let us encourage one another—  manner of some is; but
and all the more as you see the Day  exhorting one another: and so 
approaching.    much the more, as ye see the
     day approaching.

I. History

John Calvin (1509-1564): It is an evil which prevails everywhere among 
mankind, that every one sets himself above others, and especially that those 
who seem in anything to excel cannot well endure their inferiors to be on an 
equality with themselves. And then there is so much morosity almost in all, 
that individuals would gladly make churches for themselves if they could; for 
they find it so difficult to accommodate themselves to the ways and habits of 
others. The rich envy one another; and hardly one in a hundred can be found 
among the rich, who allows to the poor the name and rank of brethren. Unless 
similarity of habits or some allurements or advantages draw us together, it is 
very difficult even to maintain a continual concord among ourselves. 
Extremely needed, therefore, by us all is the admonition to be stimulated to 
love and not to envy, and not to separate from those whom God has joined to 
us, but to embrace with brotherly kindness all those who are united to us in 
faith. And surely it behoves us the more earnestly to cultivate unity, as the 
more eagerly watchful Satan is, either to tear us by any means from the 
Church, or stealthily to seduce us from it. And such would be the happy 
effect, were no one to please himself too much, and were all of us to preserve 
this one object, mutually to provoke one another to love, and to allow no 
emulation among ourselves, but that of doing “good works”. For doubtless 
the contempt of the brethren, moroseness, envy, immoderate estimate of 
ourselves, and other sinful impulses, clearly show that our love is either very 
cold, or does not at all exist.



Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): Yes; there are some who even make a bad use of 
what ought to be a great blessing, namely, the printing-press, and the printed 
sermon, by staying at home to read a sermon because, they say, it is better than 
going out to hear one. Well, dear friend, if I could not hear profitably, I would still 
make one of the assembly gathered together for the worship of God. It is a bad 
example for a professing Christian to absent himself from the assembly of the 
friends of Christ. There was a dear sister, whom many of you knew, who used to 
attend here with great regularity, although she could not hear a word that was said; 
but she said it did her good to join in the hymns, and to know that she was 
worshipping God with the rest of his people. I wish that some, who stay away for 
the most frivolous excuses, would think of this verse: “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;”-

II.  not forsaking our own assembling together

“No provocation to love is possible unless suitable opportunities occur for the 
stirring process to take effect.” -Donald Guthrie

This is what allows verse 24 to happen. 
“Corporate worship is not an option for a Christian; it is a necessity” Ray 
Steadman

This is more than just regular church attendance. (see 3:13)

Mutual care is not sustainable outside regular fellowship

No reason is given as to why, therefore the excuses we give for not regularly 
gathering are not sufficient. 

III.  as is the habit of some

Why do things become habit? How do things become habit?

IV. but encouraging one another

We have a great opportunity and responsibility to influence one another 
toward the good. 

Encouraging = urgent insistence. We must be diligent and proactive. 


