
 

Psalm 23.1

 ESV     NASB
A Psalm of David    A Psalm of David
The LORD is my shepherd;   The LORD is my shepherd,
I shall not want.    I shall not want.

 NIV     KJV
A Psalm of David.   A Psalm of David.
The LORD is my shepherd,   The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.   I shall not want.

I. History

Athanasius (296–373): When you yourself are fed and guided by the Lord 
and, seeing it, rejoice.

Martin Luther (1483–1546): This Shepherd, however, whom the prophet 
foretold so long before, is Christ our dear Lord…Christ, however, is the 
good, friendly Shepherd who goes after a famished and lost sheep in the 
wilderness, seeks it there and, when he has found it, lays it on his shoulder 
rejoicing.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): What condescension is this, that the infinite 
Lord assumes towards his people the office and character of a Shepherd! It 
should be the subject of grateful admiration that the great God allows himself 
to be compared to anything which will set forth his great love and care for his 
own people.



I. A Psalm of David

Superscripts are part of scripture, these are different than the headings found above 
each psalm in most Bibles. 

Who is David? Shepherd, King, Musician, Poet
What is a psalm? A song sung to instrumental accompaniment. 

II.  The Lord is my shepherd

Lord = YHWH. Covenant name of God.
The shepherd himself has a shepherd. 
 Therefore, he is a sheep.
He’s not just a shepherd. He is David’s shepherd: personal
or
The Lord is the one who shepherds (pastures, i.e., nourishes) me.

Sheep are dumb, dirty, defenseless and therefore they need a shepherd

III. I shall not want

Want: to decrease or lesson, to lack, to be devoid of 
What do we think we lack?
 We’re not just talking about food here
What do we really lack, i.e., what do we really need? Not want, but need?
How does God provide those things?
Why can’t we provide them on our own?
Why do we think we can?


