
V. Prospering

 This is not prosperity theology. Remember verse 1. This blessing is not 
favor from God; it is living a certain way which yields certain results. It is thriving 
in the midst of difficulties because the person is intimately attached to God. The 
psalmist is not talking about money or a big house or land full of sheep and cattle 
and crops. He is talking about a person who, in the midst of the loss of those sheep 
or the destruction of those crops or the devastation of death, continues on in life, 
prospering because his heart is set in the right place. He withstands the buffeting 
winds of life and moves forward. This can happen for all of us when we abide in 
Christ. 
 That does not mean that God’s way of living won’t, at times, yield 
positive results in terms of economics or relationships or health. There are 
principles in God’s word that are generally true in life. And when we live by them, 
more times than not, they will work. But that is not the focus of this psalm as we 
will see at the end.

 

 

Psalm 1:3

 ESV    NASB
He is like a tree planted by  He will be like a tree firmly planted
 streams of water   by streams of water,
that yields its fruit in its season, Which yields its fruit in its season
and its leaf does not wither. And its leaf does not wither;
In all that he does, he prospers And in whatever he does, he prospers

 NIV    KJV
He is like a tree planted by  And he shall be like a tree planted
     streams of water  by the rivers of water, that bringeth
which yields its fruit in its season  forth his fruit in his season; his leaf
and whose leaf does not wither.  also shall not wither; and whatsoever he
Whatever he does prospers. doeth shall prosper.
      

He will be like a tree 

 which is planted by streams of water

 Which gives its fruit at the right time 

 and its leaf does not wither.

And all that he does prospers.



I. History

 Jeremiah (ca. 600 B.C.): “For he will be like a tree planted by the water,/ 
 That extends its roots by a stream /And will not fear when the heat 
 comes;/But its leaves will be green,/ And it will not be anxious in a year 
 of drought/ Nor cease to yield fruit.”

 Ambrose of Milan (339–397): “How many pagans have mercy, have 
 sobriety—but they have no fruit, because they have no faith! Their leaves 
 fall quickly whenever the wind blows.”

 Augustine (354-430): “The waters are…living waters offered to those 
 who seek the wisdom and will of God through the risen Christ.”

 Calvin (1509–1564): “those who fear God are to be accounted happy, 
 namely, not because they enjoy an evanescent and empty gladness, but 
 because they are in a desirable condition. ”

 

II.  A tree by the water

 
 Delighting in God’s word and structuring one’s day around the mastery of 
God’s word will have an effect on a person. It will not keep him from a harsh 
environment. It will not hide him from storm winds. It will, however, make him 
strong, like a tree whose roots have gone deep in the right place. 
 Even in times of little rain, a tree near a stream can thrive. Even in dry 
times, weary times, trying times, God’s people can thrive when they delight in God 
instead of the ways of men. But hoping to be transplanted to a river side when 
troubles come can lead to disappointment. It is the tree whose roots have already 
gone deep near the river which thrives during hard times. The tree which was fine 
alone in the field can’t hope to get up and walk in the drought. We are not Ents.

III. Fruit in Season

 During a drought in Texas one summer, a tree that appeared all but 
dead by the middle of the summer was restored to life after a late summer 
rain. The tree re-budded, bloomed, and put forth leaves. As miraculous as that 
was—and it was a great picture of bringing the dead to life—it was not 
normal. Bearing fruit at the right time is normal. Had it been a fruit tree, the 
fruit would not have had time to mature before a freeze. 
 When we are walking daily with God, delighting in his word, letting 
it be an integral part of our day, we bear fruit when we are supposed to. It’s 
not an extra effort or contrived event. We also offer the world good fruit at 
the right time. We have something to give when it is needed.

IV. Leaf not withered

By late July or early August in Texas, some trees start losing leaves. It’s not 
due to cooler weather or shorter days. It’s due to lack of moisture. To 
maintain health, the tree sheds leaves. It is not thriving; it’s striving. Yet a tree 
planted by streams of water has no such issues. It thrives because it abides in 
the right place. Jesus said the same thing in John 15:5.
 Do you want to thrive or strive? Troubles, trials, difficulties: these 
are all part of everyone’s life. You can’t avoid them. You can however, thrive 
through them. But this is not just about our well-being. A tree’s canopy of 
leaves provides shade for the weary. We are meant to serve others. We are 
meant to live sacrificial lives for those around us. A withered leaf lying on the 
ground offers nothing to the world. But a full canopied tree is a delight both 
to the eye and the weary soul.


