
V. Assembly of the Righteous

 Billy Joel once sang, “I’d rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the 
saints. The sinners are much more fun.” Culture certainly wants us to believe this 
lie for it wants us to not judge its failings. Sin, however, always brings death: death 
of trust, death of a relationship, death of joy, sometimes even physical death, but 
certainly always spiritual death. It also brings separation. And the sinners won’t 
stand in the assembly of the righteous, which is not a big cry fest as Billy Joel 
would have us believe. Nor is it a boring, mundane existence. 
 When God’s righteous people gather—whether at the city gate or after the 
final judgment—hallmarks of this gathering are justice and joy. This can be seen 
in the book of Ruth and the gathering of the assembly in chapter four to decide the 
fate of Ruth. Justice is done: the worthy man gets the worthy woman and the 
selfish man is exposed for his selfishness. And much joy results in the union of 
these two people. Ruth is just a glimpse into the final justice and joy that comes 
when the righteous are assembled for eternity in God’s presence. That is why the 
psalmist declares, “In your presence if fullness of joy” (Psalm 16:11).

 

 

Psalm 1:4–5

 ESV    NASB
The wicked are not so,  The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind But they are like chaff which the wind
 drives away.   drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
 stand in the judgement,  judgment
nor sinners in the congregation of Nor sinners in the assembly of the
 the righteous   righteous.

 NIV    KJV
Not so the wicked!  The ungodly are not so:
They are like chaff  but are like the chaff which the wind
that the wind blows away.    driveth away.
Therefore the wicked will not Therefore the ungodly shall not stand
 stand in the judgment,  in the judgment,
not sinner in the assembly of the  nor sinners in the congregation of the
 righteous   righteous.

The wicked are not so

Instead they are chaff

 which the wind drives away

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment

Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.



I. History

 Hillary of Poitiers (300–368): “The ungodly have no possible hope of 
 having the image of the happy tree applied to them; the only lot that 
 awaits them is one of wandering and winnowing, crushing, dispersion and 
 unrest; shaken out of the solid framework of their bodily condition, they 
 must be swept away to punishment in dust, a plaything of the wind.”

 Martin Luther (1483–1546): “[The wicked] shall never be reckoned either 
 among the great or the small of the faithful.”

 Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): “All our congregations upon earth are 
 mixed. The tares grow in the same furrows as the wheat. Let us rejoice 
 then, that in ‘the general assembly and church of the firstborn’ above, 
 there shall by no means be admitted a single unrenewed soul.”

 
II.  Wicked = wind-blown chaff

 The wicked are those who are guilty before God; they are doers of evil. 
These are the same people found in verse 1a (opposite of righteous; evil thoughts, 
words, & deeds). We often lump a certain group of people together into the 
category wicked. They are the people who are morally worse than we are in their 
actions and can include a wide range of people from murderers to crooked 
politicians to the guy who cut us off in traffic. But Jesus condemns the wickedness 
of our heart not just our actions. We are all guilty before God because our heart 
does not measure up to the perfection that God requires.
 Do you have a pure heart? Without Jesus, we all would fall into this 
category. Without Jesus we are the wicked and the description of the wicked 
applies to us all, for ultimately, the condemnation falls on those who do not believe 
in the Son and repent (see Matthew 12:41–42 and  John 3:17–18).
 Chaff is the worthless part of the grain that must be separated and 
removed. Because it has no weight or substance to it, the wind can carry it away 
during the process of winnowing. After the grain is separated from the chaff 
through various means (e.g. rolling a stone over the pile of harvested grain), the 
combination of useable grain and chaff are tossed in the air when some breeze is 
blowing and the chaff floats away while the grain falls back to the ground. Because 
the chaff is so light, the wind does not need to be a strong wind. 
 The wicked are like that. Lighter than air in God’s sight, easily blown 
away. They have no weight or substance to anchor them. They have no value. 
They aren’t even gathered up to be hauled off. They simple disappear in the wind. 

No thought is given to them again. And the man who does not delight himself 
in God is like this. 
 What is also interesting is what gets rid of the wicked. Maybe this is 
pushing the metaphor too far, but wind drives the wicked away. This is the 
same word as spirit/Spirit. It is not our job to remove the wicked; God does 
it. He sets all things right (as we will see at the end). We must trust him to 
remove the chaff at the proper time. That does not relieve us of our 
responsibility to remove wickedness from among us. We are called to do that 
(1 Corinthians 5:2, 13). But God will ultimately set all things right. 
Wickedness will be no more. It will be no more to us like the chaff is no more 
to the winnower. We must trust in his judgments and his ways. Vengeance is 
his province, not ours. We have been loved with an everlasting love and have 
been called by that love to snatch away those that are perishing from the 
flames. Will we do that? Or will we blithely watch as the wicked perish?
 
III. Stand—again

 The psalmist returns to the idea of standing which began the psalm. 
What we find is those who walk with the wicked and stand with the sinners 
and sit with the scoffers will not find themselves able to stand when judgment 
comes. Nothing in the way they have lived their lives should give them 
confidence. There will be no foundation on which to stand (or withstand) the 
judgment.

IV. Judgment

 What is this judgment? Some believe it is simply an assembly of the 
faithful (see verse 5b) at the city gate who are gathered to render judgment on 
a wayward member of the city. While that is certainly possible—especially if 
it is an assembly of righteous people—we all know that the city gate is prone 
to wickedness itself. Another option is that this refers to the final judgment. 
The wicked cannot stand before a holy God. “Without faith it is impossible to 
please God,” says the writer of Hebrews. Remember, the wicked are simply 
those who don’t measure up to God’s perfection. And God has said perfection 
(righteousness) only comes by faith (Genesis 15:, Habakuk 2:4, Galatians 
3:11). In verse 6, God takes over as subject lending weight to the idea that 
this judgment is indeed a final judgment.
 Whether the assembly is at the city gate (and if so it is a righteous 
assembly) or the final judgment, the message is clear: the wicked will not 
succeed. Only the man who delights in God’s word—thus also in the God 
who gave this word—will be blessed.
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