
V. The way of the wicked

 The opposite of being known is perishing. It’s not being ignored or 
snubbed or left to our own devices. In the judgment, either we will be known by 
God or we will perish. Jesus says as much in Matthew 7, “I never knew you. 
Depart from me you workers of lawlessness.”
 There is no life outside of God: “In him we live and move and have our 
being,” words Paul spoke to the crowd in Athens in Acts 17. And this psalm moves 
us toward this conclusion. The choices we make today signify to the world where 
we are standing. Will we reveal to the world something better than a vain striving 
to be known by someone? That is what the world is after: recognition, honor, 
acknowledgement, friendship, love. But the Christian has a better hope—being 
known by God. Being recognized by the one who created all that we see. Being 
honored with a “well done good and faithful servant.” And through faith in the 
death and resurrection of Christ as the only means for the forgiveness of sins, we 
become objects of love. 
 Will you delight in the Father, trust in the Son, and walk in the Spirit? If 
so, you will be known and loved.

 

 

Psalm 1:6

 ESV    NASB
for the LORD knows the way For the LORD knows the way
 of the righteous,   of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked  But the way of the wicked
 will perish   will perish.
 

    

 NIV    KJV
For the LORD watches over For the LORD knoweth the way 
 the way of the righteous,  of the righteous:
but the way of the wicked  but the way of the ungodly 
 will perish.   shall perish.
 

    

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the wicked will perish.



I. History

 Diodore of Tarsus (4th century): “God in fact makes his own the doings 
 of the righteous.”

 John Calvin (1509–1564): “Instead, therefore, of allowing ourselves to 
 be deceived with their imaginary felicity, let us, in circumstances of 
 distress, have ever before our eyes the providence of God, to whom it 
 belongs to settle the affairs of the world, and to bring order out of 
 confusion.”

 John Piper (1946– ): “So ‘the righteous’ are the sinful who can 
 somehow be counted as righteous when they are not righteous in 
 themselves. How can this be? How can a holy and righteous God ‘not 
 mark iniquity’? How can a holy and righteous God not count sin? How 
 can he not require perfect righteousness for his perfect heaven?”

 

II.  The LORD

 This is the covenant name of the God, derived from God’s conversation 
 with Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3. 
 

 

III. Knows

 
To be known, truly known, is a scary thing for many people. We don’t want 
others to know us deep down. We enjoy friendships, of course, but we often 
hide our deepest thoughts and struggles and secret sins. Even though we 
confess that we have followed Jesus, have accepted his sacrifice for the 
forgiveness of all sins, we may doubt that those who walk around with us will 
be that forgiving. So we hide.

IV. The way of the righteous

In the Old Testament, righteousness was found through faith. The righteous 
man or woman was one who like Abraham believed God. We might be 
tempted to think that just going through the sacrificial system was sufficient 
to gain righteousness. But that is not so. While sacrifices performed in the 
correct way did offer forgiveness, they did not, however, take away sin. Even 
in the Old Testament, it is clear that righteousness comes through faith 
(Genesis 15:6; Habakuk 2:4). And because it is by faith, this righteousness is 
imputed not earned. 
 And it is the righteous (not perfect, mind you) that God knows. We 
can’t hide our failures from him. He knows not just actions but the heart 
behind the actions. And for those who walk by faith and not by the flesh this 
is good news indeed, for the heart of the man or woman who walks by faith is 
the new heart promised in Jeremiah 31:33. What God knows is that for those 
of us who are in Christ, the righteousness of Christ is what God knows in us. 
We don’t have to hide from him, but can rejoice that he knows us—and loves 
us. To be known is to be loved, not because of us but because of Christ, the 
Son in whom the Father was well pleased.


