
 

Psalm 23.4

 ESV     NASB
Even though I walk through the  Even though I walk through the 
     valley of the shadow of death      valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,    I fear no evil, for You are with
for you are with me;        me;
     your rod and your staff,    Your rod and your staff, they
     they comfort me.        comfort me.

 NIV     KJV
Even though I walk   Yea, though I walk through the
     through the valley of the shadow  valley of the shadow of death,
     of death,    I will fear no evil: for thou art
I will fear no evil,    with me; thy rod and thy staff
     for you are with me;   they comfort me.
your rod and your staff,
     they comfort me.

I. History

Denys the Carthusian (1402(8)–1471): the shadow of the valley of death [is] 
this world and worldly things

Philip Melanchthon (1497–1560): The rod and staff signify defense and 
governance, affirming these to be the benefits of God.

John Calvin (1509–1564): True believers, although they dwell safely under 
the protection of God, are, notwithstanding, exposed to many dangers, or 
rather they are liable to all the afflictions which befall mankind in common, 
that they may the better feel how much they need the protection of God.



I. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death

It is possible that the two words in Hebrew (shadow of death) is really one word 
that means deep darkness. Either way, the meaning is similar. 

Despite the shepherds care, life happens. So a paraphrase: And even when 
hardships come…

Hardships can be one of the “paths of righteousness.”

II.  I fear no evil, for You are with me;

…I fear no evil b/c God is present. 
 And he goes with us, certainly through the cross. There is no evil that God 
 has not taken on our behalf through Christ on the cross. 
 How is he with us? 
  1) Jesus on the cross. 
  2) the Holy Spirit w/ us  now, reminding and pointing to our 
  blessed hope—not temporal, physical deliverance, but eternal, 
  perfect salvation. 

with me—name’s sake: YHWH (I am) will be with you (Exodus 3).
 But this is not just presence, it is always action in the OT. YHWH is 
 always doing for his people. God’s presence means the presence of the 
 one who can do something, is “always working” as Jesus says.

III. Your rod and Your staff,

That which disciplines or that which protects or some combination of both.

staff - shepherd’s crook, a form of control = ultimate defense 

Rod: Ps. 2:9, Isa 10:5 (Is 40:1)

IV. they comfort me. 

The comfort that comes from knowing our God is stronger than what we 
might come up against. 

The question is do we know he is stronger and in what way is he stronger?
What do we want to be delivered from: hardship or death?


