
V. Before him

• God chose us for his benefit: see Ephesians 1:18

 

 

Ephesians 1:4

 ESV     NASB
even as he chose us in him before the just as He chose us in Him
foundation of the world, that we should before the foundation of the 
be holy and blameless before him. In world, that we would be holy
love     and blameless before Him. In
     love

 NIV     KJV
For he chose us in him before the  According as he hath chosen us
creation of the world to be holy and  in him before the foundation of
blameless in his sight. In love  the world, that we should be 
     holy and without blame before
     him in love:

I. History

Augustine (354–430): The foundation and first cause, both of our calling and 
of all the benefits which we receive from God, is here declared to be his 
eternal election. If the reason is asked, why God has called us to enjoy the 
gospel, why he daily bestows upon us so many blessings, why he opens to us 
the gate of heaven, — the answer will be constantly found in this principle, 
that he hath chosen us before the foundation of the world. The very time 
when the election took place proves it to be free; for what could we have 
deserved, or what merit did we possess, before the world was made?
 
John Calvin (1509–1564): St. Paul, to exclude all merit on man’s part and to 
show that all comes from God’s pure goodness and grace, says that he has 
blessed us according to his election of us beforehand.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): The great object of the divine choice is our 
holiness. And let no man say that he is chosen of God unless God is working 
in him to this divine end, namely, holiness of character.



II.  Chosen in him

Chosen: 
• The idea of election is sprinkled throughout this passage with words like:
 predestination, good pleasure, will, mystery, purpose, appointment, plan
• Abraham’s election and Israel’s election seem to have had nothing to do with their choice 
or their behavior: Gen 12:1–3; Deut. 7:6–8, 14:2
• When looking at this word in both the NT and OT, these ideas are not always present, but 
are much of the time: 
1) God is subject most of the time
2) The subject did not chose in a vacuum, but among all known objects
3) Choosing does not imply negativity toward others (Levi chosen as priest does not 
mean the other tribes were thought of negatively)—election is not contrasted with 
reprobation
4) middle voice: personal interest in the one chosen (not random)
5) one chosen has no legal claim on the chooser
 if God had not taken the initiative no one would have everlasting presence 
 and life

in Him: 
• God chooses people for his glory and this had to be done in connection with the 
redemption accomplished in Christ
• If in Christ, then it is outside ourselves: If “we are chosen in Christ, it follows that in 
ourselves we are unworthy.” - Calvin
• our election was conceived in Christ and fulfilled in Christ

III. Before the foundation of the world

 
• Election is before creation = it is his own free decision and love, not dependent upon 
circumstances or human merit. 
• Therefore election is rooted in God’s character 
• This reassures us that God’s purposes are the highest good. 
• Our response then is praise. 
• The phrase “foundation of the world” also appears in these passages:
John 17:24, 1 Pet. 1:20, Matt 13:35, 25:34, Luke 11:50, Heb 4:3, 9:26, Rev 13:8, 17:8

IV. The purpose

• Election brings privilege and also responsibility
• Not just repair damage done by sin, but restore to original intent
• Holy and blameless: words used to describe unblemished animals in OT sacrifices
 Ex. 29:37–38
• Also used in OT to describe ethical purity: Ps. 15
• While this is understood to be in his presence at the end, it does not mean not 
important for today. 
 *A progressive view of holiness is in view in Scripture (Heb 12:14)
 * We should live now according to the divine intention. 
• If “in love” goes with this section, then this is how the holy and blamelessness is to 
appear in this life: lived in love. The consummation of holiness is perfect love
• Holiness = positive quality, blamelessness = negative counterpoint (freedom from 
blemish or fault)
• Holy implies different from others (unique)
 *We are to be holy b/c God is holy: clear from both OT and NT
• w/out blemish: Col 1:22, eph 5:27, Jude 24


