
 

Psalm 23.6

 ESV     NASB
Surely goodness and mercy shall   Surely goodness and 
     follow me         lovingkindness will follow
all the days of my life,        me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord And I will dwell in the house of
     forever.         the Lord forever. 

 NIV     KJV
Surely goodness and love will  Surely goodness and mercy shall
     follow me         follow me all the days of my
all the days of my life,        life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord and I will dwell in the house of
     forever.         for ever.

I. History

Nicholas of Lyra (1270–1349): “dwell in the house of the Lord” is to dwell 
“in a land where the worship of God thrives.”

John Calvin (1509–1564): Having recounted the blessings which God had 
bestowed upon him, he now expresses his undoubted persuasion of the 
continuance of them to the end of his life.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): “Goodness” — to provide for me; “mercy” 
— to blot out my sin. “Goodness and mercy shall follow me,”-not only now 
and then, but, “all the days of my life.” When I get gray-headed and feeble, 
and have to lean heavily upon my staff, these twin angels shall be close 
behind to bear me up, and bear me through.



II.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

We are now with David, no sheep, no table.
Goodness and mercy is a metonymy for God
 goodness: Exodus 33:19–20
 Mercy is the Hebrew word hesed, which is often translated “loyal love”
hesed: where a needy partner depends on another for deliverance and the deliverer 
does so freely
hesed: “…deliverance or protection as a responsible keeping of faith w/ another 
with whom one is in relationship. - Katharine Sakenfeld
Follow could also be pursue: chase or hunt so as not to allow to escape

III.  all the days of my life

This goes on until death at least (see next two lines)

IV. And I will dwell in the house of the Lord

Dwell: can also mean return 
 Thus possibly: return safely to true home

V. forever

Literally: length of days (Ps. 93:5, 21:4)
 this can refer to both mortal life and eternity in the OT. 

Therefore the phrase “dwell in the house of the Lord forever” could refer to 
eternity with God or to living in God’s presence (house of the Lord referring 
to the place where God dwells, i.e., his presence) all his life. 


