
 

2 Timothy 2:2

 ESV     NASB
and what you have heard from me  The things which you have
in the presence of many witnesses  heard from me in the presence
entrust to faithful men who will be  of many witnesses, entrust these
able to teach others also.   to faithful men who will be able
     to teach others also.

 NIV     KJV
And the things you have heard me  And the things that thou hast
say in the presence of many   heard of me among many
witnesses entrust to reliable men  witnesses, the same commit thou
who will also be qualified to teach  to faithful men, who shall be 
others.      able to teach others also.

I. History

Chrysostom (349–407): to “faithful” men, not to questioners nor to 
reasoners, to “faithful.”

John Calvin (1509–1564): he exhorts Timothy, not only to preserve its shape 
and features, (as he formerly did,) but likewise to hand it down to godly 
teachers, that, being widely spread, it may take root in the hearts of many; for 
he saw that it would quickly perish if it were not soon scattered by the 
ministry of many persons.

John Piper (1946–): Paul is telling Timothy that an essential part of faithful 
gospel ministry is this investment in the next generation. It is not some 
optional add-on. In other words, when Paul tells Timothy to “guard” the 
gospel, he is not just calling Timothy to protect the integrity of the gospel 
from the effects of false teaching. He is also calling Timothy to fight to 
preserve the continuation of the gospel against the effects of erosion over 
time, even beyond Timothy’s time. (Hezekiah 20:19)



II.  The things you have heard from me

What things do you think he’s talking about in light of the rest of the book?

How do we hear these things? Are you hearing these things?

How can we hear these things differently than Timothy might have?

III.  in the presence of many witnesses

Many have heard the same things. This is the teaching that happened over time and 
is common to all. 

Why is this important? 

How do cults begin?

Where are we getting our spiritual nourishment? 

IV. entrust these to faithful men

Entrust: 
 A. set before someone (as in food) Mk 6:41
 (as in teaching) Matt 13:24 (parable)
 B. entrust  Lk 12:48
 C. entrust for safe keeping (acts 14:23)

How are each of these meanings important here?

Why entrust to faithful men
 What does Paul mean by faithful here?
 Paul is wanting Timothy to come to him; therefore a clear need to 
 pass on truth so that it continues to be taught in his absence.

This is not institutional handing over of the reins: not apostolic succession, 
this is passing on truth. How does that apply to us who are not pastors?  
 Does it apply?

Faithful: trustworthy as well as good character

V. who will be able to teach others also

When Paul says teach, what does he mean? What does he not mean?

What command of Jesus is this verse a response to?

Why is it not enough just to find someone who will listen?


