
V. freely bestowed 

This is the verb form of the noun grace. Here is yet another example of God not 
being obligated to us. Grace was free: to the praise of the glory of his grace with 
which he graced us: an awkward English rendering, but that captures the idea. God 
graces us, favors us, freely gives us things. It is not due to merit or worth on our 
part.  

VI.  in the beloved

Ultimately it is because we are in Christ. If we are not in Christ, none of these 
beginning blessings are ours. If we are not in Christ, we are not chosen or adopted.  
Only through the beloved Son do we have these blessings. But Paul doesn’t just 
say”in Jesus” or “in Christ” or “in the Son” here. By using the title Beloved, Paul 
is reminding us that the grace God has bestowed on is a close personal relationship 
with himself. If we are in the Son, we, too are beloved. 

 

Ephesians 1:6

 ESV     NASB
to the praise of his glorious grace,  to the praise of the glory of
with which he has blessed us in the   His grace, which He freely
Beloved.     bestowed on us in the Beloved.
     

 NIV     KJV
to the praise of his glorious grace,   To the praise of the glory of 
which he has freely given us in the   his grace, wherein he hath made 
One he loves.    us accepted in the beloved.

I. History

 
Martin Bucer (1491–1551): The final causes of [God’s eternal embrace of 
humanity] are the sanctification of life and the glory of God. 

John Calvin (1509–1564): The highest and last end is immediately added, the 
glorious praise of such abundant grace. Every man, therefore, who hides this 
glory, is endeavoring to overturn the everlasting purpose of God.

Charles Hodge (1797-1878): the specific design of redemption and of the 
mode in which its blessings are dispensed, is declared to be the manifestation 
of the grace or unmerited favour of God. Nothing therefore can be more 
foreign to the nature of the Gospel than the doctrine of merit in any form. It is 
uncongenial with that great scheme of mercy whose principal design is to 
exhibit the grace of God.

John Piper (1946–): We are adopted by God not so that we will rejoice that 
God made much of us. We are adopted by God so that we will enjoy making 
much of God’s grace as our Father forever.



II.  Section I

There are three sections in Ephesians 1:3–14, each dealing with a separate member 
of the Trinity. The work of the Father is dealt with in vv. 3–6; the work of the Son 
is dealt with in vv. 7–12; the work of the Spirit is dealt with in vv. 13–14. Each 
section ends with a similar note: to the praise of the glory of his grace or to the 
praise of his glory. 

III. Praise

This is the goal of what has come before. All the actions of the Father have their 
goal in praise.

This should not be just verbal, but through our lives. Our lives should give 
evidence that we are thankful for the blessings bestowed on us freely by the Father. 
As Paul will say in chapter four of Ephesians. “Therefore, walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have been called.”

IV. Glory of his grace

The Greek construction here is much like the English word of. It can have 
various shades of meaning, all implying some relationship between the two 
nouns on either side of the of. 

For example:

house of brick  house of mirrors  house of peace

house made of bricks house that contains house characterized
   mirrors   by peaceful inhabitants

construction  content   quality

So here, we notice in the translations that some say his glorious grace and 
others say the glory of his grace

Glory can mean splendor or radiance but it can also mean greatness or 
importance. The Hebrew equivalent comes from a word which means heavy. 
Ultimately, in the NT, the word expresses a reflexion of the essence of God’s 
being, the summation of all his attributes. 

Praise is due to God’s essential being (his glory) for his graciousness as seen 
in the acts of election and adoption. 

 

 


