
 

2 Timothy 2:3–4

 ESV     NASB
Share in suffering as a good   Suffer hardship with me, as a
soldier of Christ Jesus. No   good soldier of Christ Jesus. No
soldier gets entangled in civilian  soldier in active service
pursuits, since his aim is to  entangles himself in the affairs
please the one who enlisted him.  of everyday life, so that he may
     please the one who enlisted him
     as a soldier. 

 NIV     KJV
Endure hardship with us like a   Thou therefore endure hardness, 
good soldier of Christ Jesus. No   as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
one serving as a soldier gets   No man that warreth enthanleth
involved in civilian affairs—he  himself in the affairs of this life; 
wants to please his commanding  that he may please him who hath 
officer.      chosen him to be a soldier. 

I. History

Ambrose (337–397): Let, then, godliness exercise thee unto justice, 
continence, gentleness, that thou mayest avoid childish acts, and that rooted 
and grounded in grace thou mayest fight the good fight of faith. Entangle not 
thyself in the affairs of this life, for thou art fighting for God….That is the 
true rest and temperance of the mind which is not excited by the desire of 
gain, nor tormented by the fear of want.

Anselm (1509–1564):  Give me quiet, give me health of body and health of 
soul; and withal suitable leisure to devote to Thee. Deliver me from the vain 
entanglements of this world; so that my soul may profit, for the honour and 
glory of Thy Name. And since it is written, ‘No man, being a soldier to God, 
entangleth himself with worldly business; and since Thou dost for this end 
withdraw from all cares and turmoil the souls of them that serve Thee, that 
they may be intent on Thee, their only Lord, by night and by day; give those 
who renounce the world a fruitful and spiritual disengagement, that with the 
palate of their inmost heart they may taste and see ‘that the Lord is sweet



II.  Suffer hardship wth me as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

suffer hardship with me = one word (me is implied)

What is a soldier? Who’s army is he fighting in? What do we know about people’s 
role in God’s armies? 

Why would Paul begin with an admonition to suffer hardship?
Why does he use a word that implies “With me.”
with = in the same way or along side

Each of the following metaphors (soldier, athlete, farmer) have their own nuance, 
but all deal with share in suffering.

v. 10, 12 Paul’s suffering = necessary part of Christian experience
What do we learn about suffering from the whole letter?

III.  No soldier in active service
 
What does he mean by active service? Are you in active service or in the reserves?
Why is this important to the next phrase? Do we think of ourselves as on active 
duty?
What is the difference between active duty and reserves?

IV. entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life

Lesser goals are not to entangle us as we make disciples
What does it mean to entangle oneself in the affairs of everyday life?
What does this mean about our daily work? 
“he must use whatever task he is engaged upon to live out and to demonstrate 
his Christianity.” - William Barclay

“Paul's appeal shows the importance of developing an ability to distinguish 
between doing good things and doing the best things. Servants of Christ are 
not merely to be well-rounded dabblers in all types of trivial pursuits. They 
are tough-minded devotees of Christ who constantly choose the right 
priorities from a list of potential selections.” -Thomas Lea
It’s not: I can’t be a gunner/artillery man/army cook/business man/teacher/
etc. It’s how can I serve Christ while I am doing each of these things?

This is suffering b/c it is not how the world works. 

suffering = call to persevere 
entanglement ≠ involvement (2 Peter 2:20) corruptions

V. so he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.

What is your goal in life? What are the steps you are taking to fulfill your 
goal? 


