
V. forgiveness of sins

Forgiveness is in apposition to and defines redemption. This is the immediate 
result of being released from sin’s bondage. This is a permanent cancellation of 
sins as opposed to the synonym used in Rom 3:25 of passing over sins. 

The word for sins is not the usual NT word for sins: hamartia. This word 
(paraptoma) is a synonym and carries the idea of treacherous act of unfaithfulness. 
It is a conscious and deliberate false step. 

VI.  riches of his grace

We did not get this far, so we will pick up here next Sunday!

 

Ephesians 1:7

 ESV     NASB
In him we have redemption through  In Him we have redemption 
his blood, the forgiveness of our  through His blood, the
trespasses, according to the riches of forgiveness of our trespasses, 
his grace,    according to the riches of His
     grace

 NIV     KJV
In him we have redemption through  In whom we have redemption
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in  through his blood, the 
accordance with the riches of God’s  forgiveness of sins, according to
grace     the riches of his grace;

I. History

 
John Chrysostom (347–407): It is not possible to represent in words what 
blessings we have in fact experienced. For riches indeed they are, abounding 
riches, and He hath given in abundance riches not of man but of God.

Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274): We are said to be redeemed because through 
Christ we are freed from a slavery in which we were caught as a result of sin 
without ourselves being capable of fully making satisfaction. By dying for us, 
Christ has satisfied the Father and thus the penalty of sin was abolished.

John Calvin (1509-1564): The apostle feels himself unable to celebrate, in a 
proper manner, the goodness of God, and desires that the contemplation of it 
would occupy the minds of men till they are entirely lost in admiration.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): Redemption by Christ, forgiveness by Christ, 
still everything through the Crucified. Those dear wounds of his are the five 
sacred founts from which a world of blessing flows to bless poor needy 
sinners. Well may we say, “None but Christ,” for, indeed, there is none but 
Christ who can bless us.



II.  In him

This is in reference to “the beloved” from verse 6 and refers to Jesus. It is only in 
Jesus that what follows is true. There is no other way, no other religion,  no other 
behavior, no other philosophy or worldview that we can ascribe to that will provide 
what God has provided for us through the death and resurrection of Christ. 

“It is not enough to give man a new philosophy or better religion. God sent his Son
—here lies the only remedy for sin.” Bonhoeffer

III. we have redemption

We have it now, present tense. This is not something to look forward to some day 
or something that happened in the past that is no longer valid. We have it now. 

To be redeemed is to be set free on the basis of a ransom paid by Christ’s death. 
We are released from the penalty of sin and set free from the power of sin in our 
lives (cp. Romans 6:1–7, Galatians 5:16). 

While this word refers to a redemption that has already taken place (see Rom 3:24, 
Col. 1:14, Heb. 9:15), the Bible also talks of our future redemption from this 
earthly existence (Luke 21:28, Rom. 8:23, Eph. 1:14, 4:30)

IV. through his blood

This is the means by which we are redeemed. The shedding of blood was 
integral to the OT sacrificial system. Therefore, it is not just through his 
death, but through his blood. Jesus dying a natural death would not have 
redeemed mankind. 

The blood satisfied the demands of God for the penalty of sin. God’s wrath 
has been propitiated by the blood of Christ. Jesus’ sacrifice was not merely an 
example. It was a necessary taking on the guilt of man and the wrath of God 
that we deserved for our rebellion against God’s kingdom (Rom. 3:24–25, 
Heb. 9:22). 

 

 


