
V. according to his kind intention

The secret plan was not given begrudgingly; it was not found out; it was not 
coerced; it was according to his good pleasure.

VI.  which he purposed in Him

the which refers to God’s good pleasure
Christ was the basis and goal of the mystery.
The purpose of the Father was to be effected in Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:8–9

 ESV     NASB
which he lavished upon us, in all  which he lavished on us. In all 
wisdom and insight, making known to wisdom and insight He made
us the mystery of his will, according to  known to us the mystery of his
his purpose, which he set forth in Christ will, according to His kind 
     intention which He purposed in
     Him

 NIV     KJV
that he lavished on us with all wisdom Wherein he hath abounded
and understanding. And he made known  toward us in all wisdom and
to us the mystery of his will according to  prudence; Having made known
his good pleasure, which he purposed in  unto us the mystery of his will,
Christ     according to his good pleasure 
     which he purposed in himself;

I. History

John Owen (1616–1683): Indeed, the great sin of believers is, that they make 
not use of Christ’s bounty as they ought to do; that we do not every day take 
of him mercy in abundance. The oil never ceaseth till the vessels cease; 
supplies from Christ fail not but only when our faith fails in receiving them.

John Wesley (1703–1791): The gracious scheme of salvation by faith, which 
depends on his own sovereign will alone. This was but darkly discovered 
under the law; is now totally hid from unbelievers; and has heights and 
depths which surpass all the knowledge even of true believers.

Charles Hodge (1797–1878): In the present case the mystery of his will 
means his secret purpose; that purpose of redemption, which having been hid 
for ages, he has now graciously revealed.



II.  Picking up from last time (riches of his grace)

it is according to his riches, not out of his riches. 
the grace we get is based on his character, not just part of what is available. 
He gave of himself completely on cross. 

III.  lavished

God poured out this grace unsparingly on us.

IV. wisdom & insight

wisdom: insight into the true nature of things
insight: close synonym to the wisdom; implies descretion
 

 

V. made known the mystery of his will

Part of how he lavished grace on us. 
See Romans 16:26, Ephesians 3:3, 5, 10, 6:19; Colossians 1:27
mystery: note carefully Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 2. Connected with 
wisdom of God = crucified Christ = the power of God, this is further 
explained in Ephesians 3:1–13
It concerns his will that the Gentiles be included and that Christ is the 
object of faith.


