
V. things in the heavens and things on the earth

 all things = all redeemed humans or the church
 this is reconcilled humanity doing work and invisible forces competing 
 for allegiance 
 or 
 God’s creation: animate and inanimate, therefore a future look. 

VI.  in him

Again, we return to a focus on our identification in Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:10

 ESV     NASB
as a plan for the fullness of time, to   with a view to an administration
unite all things in him, things in heaven suitable to the fullness of the 
and things on earth.   times, that is, the summing up of
     all things in Christ, things in the 
     heavens and things on the earth.

 NIV     KJV
to be put into effect when the times will That in the dispensation of the 
have reached their fulfillment—to bring fullness of times he might gather
all things in heaven and on earth   together in one all things in
together under one head, even Christ. Christ, both which are in
     heaven, and which are on earth;
     even in him:

I. History

John Chysostom (347–407): Heavenly things, he means to say, had been 
severed from earthly. They had no longer one Head.

John Calvin (1509–1564): Let human presumption [about why one time was 
selected over another] restrain itself, and, in judging of the succession of 
events, let it bow to the providence of God.…out of Christ all things were 
disordered, and that through him they have been restored to order.

John Wesley (1703–1791): The gracious scheme of salvation by faith, which 
depends on his own sovereign will alone. This was but darkly discovered 
under the law; is now totally hid from unbelievers; and has heights and 
depths which surpass all the knowledge even of true believers.



II.  …the plan

plan: activity of administration; therefore an arrangement, plan, or strategy
the 

this is either with reference to the plan
or the purpose of the plan
or a temporal idea: God purposed at the time of the fullness of times

III.  fullness of time

fullness: something having reached its goal, completeness

there are two Greek words for time: kairos and chronos. They are often used
synonymously. Here the word is kairos, but notice the similarity to Galatians 4:4 
where the word is chronos.

So: the fullness or totality of the times.

IV. summing up of all things

This word is used in Romans 13:9 where the law is summed up in loving 
one’s neighbor

It means to sum up, unite (under one head)
The Messiah will unite and head up all things. 

V. in Christ


