
 

2 Timothy 2:6

 ESV     NASB
It is the hard-working farmer who   The hard-working farmer ought
ought to have first share of the   to be the first to receive his
crops.     share of the crops. 

 NIV     KJV
The hardworking farmer should be   The husbandman that laboureth
the first to receive a share of the  must be first partaker of the 
crops.     fruits. 

I. History

John Calvin (1509–1564): Calvin’s translation: “The husbandman must work 
hard before he receives the fruits.”
And if husbandmen do not spare their toils, that one day they may obtain 
fruit, and if they patiently wait for the season of harvest; how much more 
unreasonable will it be for us to refuse the labors which Christ enjoins upon 
us, while he holds out so great a reward?

Oswald Chambers (1874–1917): The worker has to have discernment like 
that of a farmer, that is, he must know how to watch, how to wait, and how to 
work with wonder. The farmer does not wait with folded arms but with 
intense activity, he keeps at it industriously until the harvest.

William Barclay (1907–1978): The husbandman is upheld by the hope of the 
harvest. Each submits to the discipline and the toil for the sake of the glory 
which shall be. It is so with the Christian. The Christian struggle is not 
without a goal; it is always going somewhere. The Christian can be certain 
that after the effort of the Christian life, there comes the joy of heaven; and 
the greater the struggle, the greater the joy.



II.  The hard-working farmer

hard working: to work hard, struggle, exert oneself, toil
How does a farmer work? What tasks does he do?
What gets in the way of the farmer’s work? What is ultimately hard about a 
farmer’s work?
 
How does this compare to the spiritual realm? Why would Paul use this analogy?

III.  ought to be the first 

There is an expectation of something from our work: our labor is not in vain
 The idea of sowing and reaping

Why don’t we see immediate results?
 
What does it take wait for harvest?

IV. to receive his share of the crops.

What does this mean
What is “share of the crops” 
 literally?
 metaphorically?
Is this earthly future or just heavenly future?


