
 

2 Timothy 2:7

 ESV     NASB
Think over what I say, for the   Consider what I say, for the
Lord will give you understanding  Lord will give you under-
in everything.    standing in everything. 

 NIV     KJV
Reflect on what I am saying, for  Consider what I say; and the
the Lord will give you insight  Lord give thee understanding in
into all this.     all things. 

I. History

John Calvin (1509–1564): we infer, that not less are we taught in vain, if the 
Lord do not open our understandings, than the commandments would be 
given in vain, if he did not impart strength to perform them. For who could 
have taught better than Paul? And yet, in order that he may teach with any 
advantage, he prays that God may train his disciple.

John Piper (1946–): the abandonment of thinking is the destruction of 
persons. Yes, there is more to personal relationships than thinking, but they 
are less human without it. God honored his image in us when he said, “Come, 
let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18). Should we do less?

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%201.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%201.18


II.  Consider what I say

Consider: to grasp or comprehend something on the basis of careful thought
 
 Therefore, Paul is encouraging Timothy to more than just understanding 
 the metaphors to be know the practical implications for life? 
 In other words, he is saying, “Think over the way this applies to you in 
 your unique situation.”
Why do we need to think about implications of God’s word in our lives? 
  

III.  for the Lord will give you understanding

Understanding=comprehension (not just knowledge)
 God gives it: We obtain it through prayer  e.g. James 1:5

How can Paul ask Timothy on the one hand to think over something and on the 
other that God will give something? 

This is the crux of sanctification. We obey, work hard, and think hard, but if God 
through his Spirit does not do work in us, it is all for not. That is why we must 
depend upon him while we seek to follow his commands. 

IV. in everything. 

The NIV probably has the best rendering of what this verse really means. 
Paul is talking about the context of making disciples and how the metaphors 
he uses invest further meaning into what God is calling Timothy to do. 

Literally: in all. But surely Paul means, “In all these things I have just 
mentioned.”


