
 

2 Timothy 2:9

 ESV     NASB
for which I am suffering, bound  for which I suffer hardship even
with chains as a criminal. But the  to imprisonment as a criminal;
word of God is not bound!   but the word of God is not 
     imprisoned.

 NIV     KJV
for which I am suffering even to   Wherein I suffer trouble, as an
the point of being chained like a   evil doer, even unto bonds; but 
criminal. But God’s word is not   the word of God is not bound.
chained.

I. History

Chrysostom (349–407): if we were soldiers of this world, and waged an 
earthly warfare, the chains that confine our hands would avail. But 
now God has made us such that nothing can subdue us. For our hands are 
bound, but not our tongue, since nothing can bind the tongue but cowardice 
and unbelief alone

John Calvin (1509–1564): indeed, if we were not excessively devoted to the 
flesh, this consolation [the power of God overcoming hindrances] alone must 
have been sufficient for us in the midst of persecutions, that, if we are 
oppressed by the cruelty of the wicked, the gospel is nevertheless extended 
and more widely diffused; for, whatever they may attempt, so far are they 
from obscuring or extinguishing the light of the gospel, that it burns the more 
brightly.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): When they think that they have manacled it, 
it breaks loose again, and so it always will. However low this heavenly fire 
may burn, it soon blazes up again, and so it shall to the world’s end. Immortal 
as the Christ who is the sum and substance of it is the everlasting gospel of 
the blessed God.



II.  For which I suffer hardship

What is hardship?

From the previous verse, we see that Paul is suffering hardship for the gospel.

See 2 Tim 4:5, James 5:13
Also note James 5:10 as this is the verb form of the word. 

This word carries with it the idea of endurance.

Hardship does not always mean imprisonment: see below.

III.  even to imprisonment as a criminal

The word criminal here is the same as used for the the criminals being led away 
with Christ.

How is this kind of hardship different from other hardships?

IV. but the word of God is not imprisoned

Why does Paul add this? Why is it important to the whole passage?
How does this help him at the moment? i.e. how does this change his 
situation?

Why do we need to remember this? 
What is the point of life? Is it about us?

Note the story in Daniel 3:8–18, particularly v. 18.


