
VI. by/with the Holy Spirit of promise

This is the means or the instrument by which we are sealed.
It is the promised Holy Spirit: John 14:16–17, 15:26, Acts 1:5, 2:33, Ezekiel 
36:26–27

 

Ephesians 1:13

 ESV     NASB
In him you also, when you heard the  In Him, you also, after listening
word of truth, the gospel of your   to the message of truth, the 
salvation, and believed in him, were gospel of your salvation—
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit having also believed, you were 
     sealed in Him with the Holy 
     Spirit of promise,

 NIV     KJV
And you also were included in Christ In whom ye also trusted, after
when you heard the word of truth, the that ye heard the word of truth, 
gospel of your salvation. Having   the gospel of your salvation: in 
believed, you were marked in him with whom also after that ye
a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.   believed, ye were sealed with 
     that holy Spirit of promise,

I. History

John Calvin (1509–1564): Unhappy they who weary themselves, as the world 
generally does, in wandering through many winding paths, neglecting the 
gospel, and pleasing themselves with wild romances, —“ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” or to find life! But happy 
they who have embraced the gospel, and whose attachment to it is steadfast; 
for this, beyond all doubt, is truth and life.

C.H. Spurgeon (1834–1892): It is of little use to hear [preaching] that which 
is not the word of truth, no, it is worse than useless, for by error we shall soon 
be misled. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899–1981): I am increasingly persuaded that it is our 
failure to understand this precise statement that accounts for so much lethargy 
and failure among us as Christian people at the present time. At least I will go 
so far as to assert that any Christian who is not experiencing the joy of 
salvation is in that state very largely because of a failure to realize the truth 
taught in this particular verse of Scripture



II.  in whom also…in whom also having believed

Paul begins with a reference to Christ and then resumes that line of thought
after dealing with hearing and the content of what was heard.

Belief: verb form of faith
To believe: to entrust oneself to an entity in complete confidence with
the implication of total commitment.
Belief here must include the idea of repentance. One can’t turn to God in 
trust without turning from self in disgust. 

III.  after hearing the word of truth

Romans 10: hearing is necessary (one is not born into the faith;
one has not been a Christian all his life)

truth: the content of what is true. Note Romans 1:25 and 2 Thessalonians 2:11–12
Goes back to character of God: his word stems from his character, therefore it is
utterly reliable. 

IV. the gospel of your salvation

The word of truth is also the gospel—the good news of Jesus which is where 
salvation is found. It is not found anywhere else. Salvation is exclusive and 
completely found in the gospel.

 

 

V. you were sealed

to seal: to mark with a seal of identification

a seal contains three aspects
1) ownership: we belong to God not ourselves
2) protection: the one who owns the seal will protect it’s contents
3) authentication: we truly are what God says we are: sons and daughters


