
 

2 Timothy 2:10

 ESV     NASB
Therefore I endure everything for  For this reason I endure all 
the sake of the elect, that they also  things for the sake of those who
may obtain the salvation that is in  are chosen, so that they also may
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  obtain the salvation which is in
     Christ Jesus and with it eternal 
     glory.

 NIV     KJV
Therefore I endure everything for   Therefore I endure all things for
the sake of the elect, that they too  the elect’s sakes, that they may 
may obtain the salvation that is in   also obtain the salvation which
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.   is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
     glory.

I. History

Chrysostom (349–407): For what would not one endure for the sake of God’s 
beloved ones?

John Calvin (1509–1564): When he says that he endures for the sake of the 
elect, this demonstrates how much more he cares for the edification of the 
Church than for himself; for he is prepared, not only to die, but even to be 
reckoned in the number of wicked men, that he may promote the salvation of 
the Church.

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): Not that the sufferings of Paul had anything 
meritoriously to do with the salvation of the elect, but that by his earnest, 
strivings and sufferings the word of the gospel was brought to their hearing; 
faith then came by hearing, and so they were saved.



II.  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of the elect

For what reason? What is Paul referring to?
for the sake of:  1) The elect = the church
  Therefore he is enduring as an encouragement to the church/
   
  2) The elect = not yet saved
  Therefore he is enduring so that he can make the gospel heard by 
  others. 
   

I take elect to be the church, and specifically here, Timothy and the faithful men: 
from 2:2. In other words, Paul is saying, “As I have suffered for you, you be 
prepared to suffer for others in the church that the gospel might continue to go 
forth through them.”

III.  that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus

Also includes Paul as well. Therefore this is referring not so much to present 
salvation as future salvation as noted in next phrase.

As much as I would argue that Paul believes in security of believer, I also know 
that Paul knows that we never completely know about someone else’s faith. And 
we want to always be pointing toward something greater than just current peace/
security/salvation but to ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises to us. So this is an 
encouragement to finish well, to persevere through hardship to the end. 

The Christian hope is not for peace in this life, but in the resurrection of the body.

IV. with eternal glory

And these promises include eternal glory; an eternal state where the issues we 
face today, huge issues, are solved forever, completely through the cross of 
Jesus Christ. 


