
VI. to the praise of His glory

• The final refrain of the 3x repeated phrase, once after each section describing the 
work of the Father, Son, and Spirit
• glory: God’s essential being; that is what we praise
• Summary: Because God has sealed believers through his Spirit who is one part of 
a greater inheritance for God’s possession (the redeemed), he is to be praised. 

 

Ephesians 1:14

 ESV     NASB
who is the guarantee of our inheritance who is given as a pledge of our
until we acquire possession of it, to the  inheritance, with a view to the 
praise of his glory.   redemption of God’s own
     possession, to the praise of His
     glory.
    
 NIV     KJV
who is a deposit guaranteeing out   Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of   inheritance until the redemption
those who are God’s possession—  of the purchased possession, 
to the praise of his glory.   unto the praise of his glory.

I. History

John Chysostom (347–407): For our absolute redemption takes place then. 
For now we have our life in the world, we are liable to many human 
accidents, and are living among ungodly men. But our absolute redemption 
will be then, when there shall be no sins, no human sufferings, when we shall 
not be indiscriminately mixed with all kinds of people.
 At present, however, there is but an earnest, because at present we 
are far distant from these blessings. Yet is our citizenship not upon earth; 
even now we are out of the pale of the things that are here below. Yes, we are 
sojourners even now.

John Own (1616-1683): An earnest is part of the price of any thing, or part of 
any grant, given beforehand to assure the person to whom it is given that at 
the appointed season he shall receive the whole that is promised him.
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II.  who is the pledge

• the who refers to the Holy Spirit
• pledge, since it has the idea of receiving back, once payment is made is probably 
not the best word to use here. 
• The idea is partial payment, like earnest money. It is the first part that obligates 
the giver for the rest.
• This is the initial installment of something in the future.

III.  of our inheritance

• eternal life before the Father—salvation
• because of the Father’s election, the Son’s redemption, and the Spirit’s sealing, 
we can be confident of our future inheritance.
• See 1 Peter 1, Hebrews 9:15, Ephesians 5:5
• Through the indwelling Holy Spirit, we have a little bit of heaven in us

IV. until the redemption

• redemption is release or a setting free
• This is not the same redemption as in v. 7
• That redemption was forgiveness of sins, i.e., freedom from the penalty of 
sin
• This redemption is our final, future redemption from the presence of 
sin 
• in the mean time we have the down payment of the Holy Spirit that allows 
us to say no to the power of sin in our lives. 

V. of the possession

• we are God’s possession
• see 1 Peter 2:9, Malachi 3:17, Exodus 19:5


