
 

2 Timothy 2:11

 ESV     NASB
The saying is trustworthy, for: If we It is a trustworthy statement: For
died with him, we will also live with if we died with Him, we will
him;     also live with Him;

 NIV     KJV
Here is a trustworthy saying: If we   It is a faithful saying: For if we
died with him, we will also live with be dead with him, we shall live
him;     with him:

I. History

Chrysostom (349–407): Many of the weaker sort of men give up the effort of 
faith, and do not endure the deferring of their hope.

Matthew Poole (1624–1679): there is also a twofold living with him, by a 
rising again to a newness of life, Romans 6:5, and hereafter in glory, which 
latter is here intended. 

Charles Simeon (1759–1836): As he died for sin, so they, in conformity to 
him, and by virtue derived from him, die to sin: they no longer suffer it to act 
without controul, as once they did, but they “mortify it in all their members,” 
and “crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts ….” Now how will God 
deal with these? Will he overlook them as unworthy of his notice? Will he 
afford them no succour, and recompense them with no reward? Far be it from 
him; for “if we be dead with Christ, we shall also live with him;” that is, he 
will enable us to execute our holy purposes, and to rise superior to all our 
spiritual adversaries, even as he did when he rose again from the dead.

http://biblehub.com/romans/6-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/6-5.htm


II.  It is a trustworthy statement:

Paul uses this phrase five times in the pastoral epistles: 1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1, 4:9; 
Titus 3:8; and here. In all but the 1 Timothy 3 passage the statement is more 
theological than practical. 
 So one thought is that these statements are theological groundings in the 
 midst of practical application for these young pastors. 
 The second thought, at least for this passage, is that this is a saying that 
 has already been in circulation as in some sort of creed.

III.  If we died with Him

To die with (someone) is used two other times in the NT: Mark 14:31, 2 Cor 7:3

To die with Christ means to identify with him in his death. Our identity prior to 
becoming Christians was ourself, our sin, our rebellion against God. Christ took 
that sin on himself on the cross. Repentance is accepting that all of me needed to 
be crucified. I am giving myself up. I am turning from my way of life. I am 
ceasing to try to earn any favor with God. I am agreeing that nothing good dwells 
in me. See Romans 6 and Galatians 2:20. 

Paul here is talking about our salvation—which has ongoing daily effects of dying 
to self—but the metaphor he uses teaches us what it means to trust in Christ. 

IV. we will also live with Him

To live with (someone) is used two other times in the NT: Rom. 6:8, 2 Cor 
7:3

This is both a now and a not yet. Now, we have Christ’s very life as our own. 
His righteousness is ours. His strength is available to us. He is our life: 
Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 1:19–23. 

But it’s also a look into eternity and the life we will share with God after this 
life is over. 

In the NT, resurrection is the result of death that is tied up in the Son of God. 


