
 

2 Timothy 2:12

 ESV     NASB
if we endure, we will also reign  If we endure, we will also reign
with him;     with Him;
if we deny him, he also will deny  If we deny Him, He also will
us;     deny us;

 NIV     KJV
if we endure, we will also reign  If we suffer, we shall also reign
with him.    with him:
if we disown him, he will also  if we deny him, he also will
disown us;    deny us:

I. History

Basil (330–379): You expect to be glorified together with Christ; but you do 
not glorify the “Spirit of holiness” together with Christ, as though He were 
not worthy to receive equal honour even with you.  You hope to “reign with” 
Christ; but you “do despite [insulting] the Spirit of grace” by assigning Him 
the rank of a slave and a subordinate. 

Chrysostom (349–407): Beholdest thou the glory of His inheritance? 
That “He hath raised us up together,” is plain. But that He “hath made us sit 
with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” how does this hold? It holds 
as truly, as that He hath raised us together. For as yet no one is actually 
raised, excepting that inasmuch as as the Head hath risen, we also are raised, 
And so in the same way “hath He also made us to sit with Him.” For since 
the Head sitteth, the body sitteth also with it, and therefore he adds “in Christ 
Jesus.” Or again, if it means, not this, it means that by the laver of Baptism 
He hath “raised us up with Him.” How then in that case hath He made “us to 
sit with Him?” Because, saith he, “if we suffer we shall also reign with Him,”

Thomas Watson (1620–1686): The cross leads to the crown. 2 Timothy 2:12, 
"If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him." Who would not be willing to 
venture on the seas, though rough and tempestuous, if he were sure to be 
crowned as soon as he came ashore? Persecutors may take away from us 
our goods—but not our God. They may take away our liberty—but not our 
freedom of conscience. They may take off our head—but not our crown!



II.  If we endure

Endure: capacity to hold out or bear up in the face of difficulty

What does it mean to endure?
How do we endure? By what means?

This is, I believe, another way of saying, “finishing well.” 
 See 2 Timothy 4:6–8

This is a present tense verb, signifying, I believe, a daily approach to life that says, 
I will depend upon God, not circumstances to make it through today. And this is a 
daily choice. 

III.  we will also reign with him

This word means to reign jointly. It is found here and in 1 Cor. 4:8.

Where will we reign? Like last week is there a sense in which we are reigning 
now?

IV. If we deny Him

Deny: either to deny that something is true
 1 John 1:22, Luke 8:45 (denying touching him)
or deny association with someone or something (repudiate/disown)
 Luke 12:9, Titus 1:16 (by deeds)

This is future tense, and thus appears to refer to a final denial, a final 
repudiation of Christ. 

In what can the church help us to endure and not deny?

V. He also will deny us

This is also in the future tense.

Jesus says something similar in Matthew 10:33. This is the final rejection, the 
separating of the sheep and the goats. 

This is different, which we will discuss next week than Peter’s denial of Jesus 
in the courtyard on the night of his arrest. 


