
 

Isaiah 52.13: An Enigma #1

 ESV     NASB
Behold, my servant shall act wisely; Behold, My servant will prosper
he shall be lifted up,   He will he high and lifted up
and shall be exalted.   and greatly exalted.
    
 NIV     KJV
See, my servant will act wisely;  Behold, my servant shall deal
he will be raised and lifted up  prudently,
and highly exalted.   he shall be exalted and extolled,
     and be very high.

I. History

Isidore of Seville (560–636): through the victory of the cross, his royal power 
will exalt the form of a servant, that is, the flesh, which he had put on.

John Calvin (1509-1564): He calls Christ “his Servant,” on account of the 
office committed to him.Christ has been given to us, and therefore to us also 
belongs his ministry

John Wesley (1703-1791): That it is Christ who is here spoken of, is so 
evident, … that divers Jews have been convinced and converted to the 
Christian faith, by the evidence of this prophecy.



II.  my servant

The last reference in the series of “servant songs” in Isaiah.
 Isaiah 42:1, 43:10, 44:1, 49:3

 Servant = Israel
 Servant = Messiah
 Servant = Cyrus
 
Servant: one who does the will of another, but with examples like Joseph and 
Abraham’s servant who went to find a wife for Isaac, a servant could also be one 
who was given authority and decision making ability. 

III.  will act wisely/prosper/have insight: the Hebrew word: sakal

 sakal = wisdom and effectiveness
  • knowing exactly what to do to bring about the intended results
  • to act so as to be successful
  • know to do the right things for the right purposes

IV. raised and lifted up

 this grouping of words used only 3 other times in Isaiah for person:
  • Isaiah 6:1 Isaiah’s vision of God in the Temple
  • 33:10 LORD, speaking of himself
  • 57:15 the one who is holy and eternal
 Yet, here used of God’s servant. Yet we also see in Isaiah that God is 
 against anything else being high and lifted up
  • Isaiah 2:12 as what God is against
   • Proverbs 30:13

V. highly exalted

Piling up the metaphors at this point. 


