
 

2 Timothy 2:13

 ESV     NASB
if we deny him, he also will deny  If we deny Him, He also will
us;     deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains   If we are faithless, He remains
faithful—    faithful,
for he cannot deny himself   for He cannot deny Himself.

 NIV     KJV
if we disown him, he will also  if we deny him, he also will
disown us;    deny us:
if we are faithless, he will remain  If we believe not, yet he abideth
faithful,      faithful:
for he cannot disown himself.   he cannot deny himself.

I. History

Chrysostom (349–407): the expression [He cannot do] imputes not weakness 
to Him, but even shows His great power; since in another place Paul saith of 
the Father, “That by two immutable things in which it was impossible for 
God to lie”: and again, “If we deny Him — He abideth faithful,” for “He 
cannot deny Himself.” And in truth this expression, “impossible,” is not 
declaratory of weakness, but power, power unspeakable.

Him we cannot injure. And to show this, he has added, “If we believe not, He 
abides faithful: He cannot deny Himself”: that is, if we believe not that He 
rose again, He is not injured by it. He is faithful and unshaken, whether we 
say so or not. If then He is not at all injured by our denying Him, it is for 
nothing else than for our benefit that He desires our confession. For He 
abides the same, whether we deny Him or not. 

Augustine (354–430): God is Almighty, and yet, though Almighty, He cannot 
die, cannot be deceived, cannot lie; and, as the Apostle says, “cannot deny 
Himself.” How many things that He cannot do, and yet is Almighty! yea 
therefore is Almighty, because He cannot do these things. For if He could die, 
He were not Almighty; if to lie, if to be deceived, if to do unjustly, were 
possible for Him, He were not Almighty: because if this were in Him, He 
should not be worthy to be Almighty.
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II.  If we are faithless

This is in the present tense and refers to the unfortunate but real times in our lives 
when we do not demonstrate faith in some aspect of life. 

This verse compared to the previous line in verse 12 is the difference between 
future/final denial vs. present weakness/faithfulness

V. He remains faithful

This is also in the present tense. 

Our weakness does not affect his strength. Our failure to heed the promise, does 
not affect his promises to us in Christ. God is a God of covenant. He does not 
break a promise once made. 

VI.  for He cannot deny Himself

He is who he is. We don’t change him, move him. The decree is set: we 
believe in the Son or we deny the Son. “I think God will accept me in the 
end” has no foundation on which to stand. If it does, we have no confidence 
in his word. But placing our trust in the death and resurrection of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins has a great foundation in the promises and 
steadfastness of God. 


