
 

Isaiah 52.15—Enigma #3

 ESV     NASB
so shall he sprinkle many nations;  Thus he will sprinkle many 
kings shall shut their mouths because nations, Kings will shut their 
of him; for that which has not been   mouths on account of Him; For
told them they see, and that which they what had not been told them
have not heard they understand.  they will see, And what they had
     had not heard they will
     understand.

 NIV     KJV
so will he sprinkle many nations,  So shall he sprinkle many 
and kings will shut their mouths   nations; the kings shall shut 
because of him. For what they were  their mouths at him: for that
not told, they will see, and what   which had not been told them
they have not heard, they will   shall they see; and that which 
understand.    they had not heard shall they 
     consider.

I. History

Rufinus (340–410): hear how this very thing is prophetically declared by 
Isaiah, that the Jews, to whom the Prophets had foretold these things, would 
not believe, but that they who had never heard them from the Prophets, would 
believe them [that it is the power of God through Christ that overcomes 
death].

Tertullian (160–220):

John Calvin (1509-1564): yet all would have thought that he was still a dead 
man, if the glory of his resurrection had not been proclaimed. By the 
preaching of the Gospel, therefore, were revealed those things which 
formerly had neither been seen nor heard; for this doctrine was conveyed to 
kings and nations that were very far off, and even to the very ends of the 
world.

Paul quotes this passage, and shows that it was fulfilled in his 
ministry, and glories on this ground, that he proclaimed the doctrine of the 
Gospel to those who had never heard of it at all.



II.  he will sprinkle many nations

Sprinkle is used elsewhere exclusively of sprinkling blood or water on the altar or 
on another person for sacrifice or cleansing. And Jesus does this very thing through 
the cross. His sacrifice offers cleansing to the nations. 

Nations would be a surprising term here. Even though the nations were unclean 
and needed cleansing, we know from Luke 4, what Jews thought of God going to 
other nations. 

III.  kings shall shut their mouths

Why would they do so? The exalted, disfigured one. What about him causes kings 
to shut their mouths?

IV. what had not been told them…

The mystery Paul speaks of in Ephesians. What was hinted at will one day be 
fully known. And in Christ, we now know the mystery. 
 
Paul uses this in Romans 15:21. And certainly understood this passage 
referring to Gentiles. 
 

V. what they had not heard…

A reiteration of the previous line. Note the dichotomy between this and Isaiah 
6 where the nation would be told and not perceive. They would see and not 
understand. Yet the Gentiles, when given the chance, would welcome the 
good news. 


