
 

Isaiah 53.1

 ESV     NASB
Who has believed what he   Who has believed our message?
has heard from us? And to whom  And to whom has the arm of the 
has the arm of the LORD been   LORD been revealed?
revealed?

 NIV     KJV
Who has believed our message  Who hath believed our report?
and to whom has the arm of the  and to whom is the arm of the 
LORD been revealed?   LORD revealed?

I. History

John, son of Zebedee (1st century AD): But though he performed so many 
signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. This was to fulfill the 
word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke [in Isaiah 53:1]

Augustine (354–430): the Father’s hand is the Son Himself

Rufinus(340–410): The Lord is judged then according to the Prophet’s 
testimony, and not only judged, but scourged, and smitten on the face with 
the palms (of men’s hands), and spitted on, and suffers every insult and 
indignity for our sake. And because all who should hear these things preached 
by the Apostles would be perfectly amazed, therefore also the Prophet 
speaking in their person exclaims, “Lord, who hath believed our report?”



II.  who has believed

Quoted by Paul in Romans 10:16 to refer to some Jews specifically rejecting the 
good news about Jesus. 
Quoted by John in John 12:38 to refer specifically of Jesus and the Jews lack of 
belief (before the cross) in who he was. 

Faith is the critical necessity of salvation for the exalted humiliated one makes no 
sense to Jews or Greeks. 

III.  our message or (what has been revealed to us)

In context, the message is this servant of the Lord who is both exalted and marred, 
who sprinkles the nations and that no one understands. This is the message. 

For us it is the good news of Jesus, God in the flesh, who died and rose again for 
our salvation. 

IV. arm of the Lord

God’s arm appears in several passages including: Psalm 44:3, Psalm 98:1–3; 
Deut. 7:19, 26:8; Is 30:30, 40:10–11, 51:9, 52:10; Jer 32:17; Ezek 20:33

In the psalm 44 passage, note the parallelism between hand, arm, and light of 
God’s presence. Therefore the arm of the Lord is God’s personal presence in 
personal action.

There is no salvation w/out judgment. And there is no salvation for us 
without the judgment of the cross. We deserve condemnation; therefore, 
judgment must happen for God to be just. That is why God can be both just 
and the justifier of those who have faith in Christ (Romans 3:26). 

The message of salvation without death for our sin is not a correct message.

V. been revealed

There is no belief w/out prior divine revelation.


