
 

Isaiah 53.2

 ESV     NASB
For he grew up before him like a  For He grew up before Him like 
young plant, and like a root out of   a tender shoot, And like a root
dry ground; he had no form or  out of parched ground; He has
majesty that we should look at him,  no stately form or majesty That 
and no beauty that we should desire  we should look upon Him, Nor
him.     appearance that we should be 
     attracted to Him.

 NIV     KJV
He grew up before him like a tender For he shall grow up before him
shoot, and like a root out of dry  as a tender plant, and as a root
ground. He had no beauty or majesty out of dry ground: he hath no
to attract us to him, nothing in his   form nor comeliness; and when
appearance that we should desire him. we shall see him, there is no 
     beauty that we should desire 
him.

I. History

Gregory Nazianzus (329–390)Why are you offended by that which is 
presented to your sight, because you will not look at that which is presented 
to your mind? He had no form nor comeliness in the eyes of the Jews—but to 
David He is fairer than the children of men (Ps. 45:2)

Chrysostum (347–407): and by the dry ground he means the virgin’s womb.

Augustine (354–430): from this unseemliness of your Redeemer flowed the 
price of your beauty



II.  grew up like a tender shoot

This is still referring to the “arm of the LORD” from the previous verse. 
Would you expect “tender shoot” from “arm of the Lord”?

How easy is it to snip off a shoot?

III.  root out of parched ground

What does a plant look like that grows in dry ground?
Without moisture, the plant is sickly, and it appears there is little chance it will 
survive.
or
This root is so well grounded, so far down in the soil, that we are surprised when a 
plant appears, much less that it grows. 

IV. no form or majesty

Why do we want good looking spokesmen, leaders, entertainers?
Why are pictures of Jesus always of a good looking man?
Are we afraid of following someone who doesn’t fit the bill of what a king 
should look like?

V. No appearance that we should be attracted to him

But it’s not just that he’s not kingly. He’s not even worth looking at. Nothing 
draws us to him. 

How is this a lesson about how we treat people? Do we try to portray a 
certain appearance to make friends and influence people?


