
Psalm 119:8

 ESV     NASB
I will keep your statutes;   I shall keep Your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me!   Do not forsake me utterly!
    

 NIV     KJV
I will obey your decrees;   I will keep they statutes:
do not utterly forsake me.    O forsake me not utterly.

I. History

John Calvin (1509–1564): O God! thou sees my frame of mind, and, as I am 
but a man, do not conceal too long from me the tokens of thy favor, or defer 
helping me longer than is proper for me, lest, imagining myself to be 
forsaken of thee, I turn aside from the direct pursuit of godliness

Thomas Manton (1620–1677): It is his purpose to keep the law; yet because 
he is conscious to himself of many infirmities, he prays.

It is a great advantage to come to a resolution in a course of godliness. 

Resolve, as trusting upon the Lord’s grace.You are poor, weak creatures; how 
changeable in an hour! therefore, we shall fail, falter, and break promise 
every day, if we go forth in the strength of our own resolutions.



II.  I shall keep Your statutes;

This ties back to verse 5 in very similar wording. See v. 5 notes for details about 
wording. 

What is a resolution? What good are resolutions in the Christian life?
Are they helpful? How can they be helpful? How can they be naive? 

What’s the right way to make resolutions?

III.  Do not forsake me utterly!

The term forsake is susceptible of two interpretations, either that God 
withdraws his Spirit, or that he permits his people to be brought low by 
adversity, as if he had forsaken them. - Calvin

leave: 2 Kings 2:2 and Elisha
deserted: Zeph 2:4
Joseph leaving his cloak: Gen 39:12

Why does the psalmist utter this prayer after making the declaration he does? 


