
Matthew 1:12

After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, 
and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel.

1. “After the deportation to Babylon”
 What emotions do you think would accompany this 
 event?

Psalm 137:1–4

By the rivers of Babylon,
There we sat down and wept,
When we remembered Zion.
Upon the willows in the midst of it
We hung our harps.
For there our captors demanded of us songs,
And our tormentors mirth,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
How can we sing the Lord’s song
In a foreign land?

2. What situations are described here?

3. What language is used to heighten the emotion of the 
 situation?

4. What emotions are described here?



137:5–6

If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
May my right hand forget her skill.
May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
If I do not remember you,
If I do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.

5. Why do these statements follow from vv. 1–4?

6. What emotions is the psalmist exhibiting here?

137:7–9
Remember, O Lord, against the sons of Edom
The day of Jerusalem,
Who said, “Raze it, raze it
To its very foundation.”
O daughter of Babylon, you devastated one,
How blessed will be the one who repays you
With the recompense with which you have repaid us.
How blessed will be the one who seizes and dashes your little ones
Against the rock.

7. What emotion is portrayed here?

8. Describe the overall mood of an Israelite who has just 
 been taken captive to Babylon?

9. Zerubbabel means seed of (or son of) Babylon. What 
 does this say about his parents’ feelings at the time he 
 was born?

10. What is God’s view of how the people should 
 respond to their captivity? Read Jeremiah 29:4–9, 10–14 

11. Why do we care that someone named Zerubbabel is in 
 the genealogy of Jesus and that he was part of a group of 
 people who were carried into captivity to Babylon?


